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Account  of  M,  de  Luc’s  celebrated 
07;  Barometers  Ther¬ 
mometers. 

The  work  upon  the  Barotneter  and 
Thermometer^  or  upon  the  air  in 
peneral,  by  Mr  Jean  Andre  de  Luc,  citi¬ 
zen  of  Genefa,  of  which  fomc  account 
Ins  been  given  by  Mrde  la  Lande  in  the 
Connoijfance  des  Mouvemens  Celefles 
fjr  the  year  1765,  and  in  the  Journal 
dcf  Savans  for  the  month  of  February 
1771,  is  at  length  ccwue  out  of  the  prefs, 

I  wiiere  it  has  been  near  eight  years. 

The  fame  reafons  which  have  fo  long  ' 
prevented  its  publication,  engaged  the 
author  to  have  it  printed  under  hia 
own  eye,  and  at  his  own  expencc.  He 
was  fenlible  that  his  experiments  were 
not  complete,  and  that,  as  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  communicate  his  difeoveries  to 
the  learned  world,  it  became  his  duty 
to  conlult  the  beft  judges,  and  to  un¬ 
fold  fuch  parts  of  thofc  .difeoveries  as 
they  thought  wanted  .further  elucida¬ 
tion  ;  and,  as  he  was  at  the  fame  time 
eng:<ged  in  a  variety  of  different  affairs, 
he  could  employ  himfelf  in  the  neceflary. 
experiments  at  his  leifure  hours  only. 
It  was  therefore  neceflary  for  him  to 
take  the  edition  into  his  own  hands,  that 
he  might  remain  in  pofleflion  of  the  ma- 
nufeript  till  the  whole  was  printed. 

But  the  more  time  Im?  had  gbren  up  to. 
the  compofition  of  this  work,  in  order 
to  render  it  uieful  to  natur^d  p^lofophy# 
VoL.  XX. 


the  more  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to 
ihorten  that  of  its  publication.  This 
motive  induces  him  to  offer  the  work  by 
fubfeription,  and  even  not  to  deliver  any 
of  the  600  copies  which  he  has  printecl 
off,  until  he  has  found  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  fnbfcribers, 

Confiftent  with  which  views,  it  being 
neceflary  to  give  the  public  fome  account 
of  the  work,  the  following  is  an  extras 
in  abridgment. 

Mr  de  Luc  has  been  employed  from 
his  youth  iji  the  ul'e  of  the  inffruments - 
of  which  he  now  gives  a  deferiptinn.  It^ 
was  at  firft  his  amufement ;  but,  in  the^ 
year  1754,  he  began  to  employ  them  iii 
nfeful  rcfearchcs. 

The  mcafure  of  heights  by  the  haro* 
meter  W’as  his  firft  objedt.  Intending  to 
make  ufe  of  it  according  to  the  rules  al¬ 
ready  laid  down,  he  confulted  the  diffe¬ 
rent  writings  in  which  they  are  deferi- 
bed;  but  he  found  fuch  differences,  and 
To  much  uncertainty  in  them,  that  he 
determined  to  dedicate  fome  time  to 
fuch  experiments  as  rnight  improve  them, 
imagining  that  the  difeoveries  which  he 
had.  already  made  upon  the  inftrument 
itfelf,  would  render  his  refearches  more 
eafy. 

He  was  the  more  furprifed  at  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  the  attempts  that  had  been 
made  hitherto  in  fo  important  a  point  of 
natural  phtlofophy,becaufe  there  isfcarce 
any  original  philofophcr,  who  has  not 
eo^af  cured  tocontnbute  towards  them# 
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The  attempts  which  have  been  made  by 
many  men  of  genius  render  the  hiltcry 
of  the  exceedingly  interefting 

to  thofe  who  love  to  confidcr  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  human  mind.  This  conli- 
dcration  it  w'as  that  determined  the  au¬ 
thor  to  run  thruugli  the  hiftory  of  the 
barometer  in  the  tirft  part  of  the  work. 

It  begins  with  the  deferiptions  of  feve- 
ral  barometers,  following  the  order  of 
time,  accompanied  with  remarks  on 
their  advantages  and  inconveriencies. 
lie  next  goes  on  to  the  particular  ob- 
fervations  which  had  been  made  on  the 
inhrnment  :  the  author  gives  a  critical 
expolilii'ii  t*f  the  different  iyftcms  whicli 
have. been  invented  to  explain  the  diih- 
cult  plur!u>mena  which  it  exhibits,  juch 
as  the  differences  obferved  in  the  height 
of  different  baromzter^^  even  when  li- 
tuated  in  the  lame  place;  the  light  which 
appears  in  loinc  harzvieicrs  ;  the  effects 
produced  by  the  different  form  of  the 
tiihes,  anil  by  the  variations  of  heat, 
iiaeh  of  thelc  ciiciin.hanees  has  given 
rife  to  \ arious  hypornefe^,  many  t>f  which 
deferved  to  be  examine ei  with  care. 

Bnt  one  cf  the  moll  intcrefiing  phoe- 
noincna  ct  the  baroinetery  and  which 
has  mcfl  txcrcifcd  the  invention  of  phi- 
Iclbphcrs,  is  its  variations  in  the  lame 
places  'J'hc  mrf.  celebrated  philofophcrs 
have  not  thought  it  beneatlr  them  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  invefligate  its  caufes.  All 
the  fprings  of  nature  have  Incn  calhd 
into  atticn,  bvt  witlvnit  lucctfs.  I'liis 
the  anther  proves  by  examining  each 
h y  pot  h  e  li  s  i  e pr  rat  cl  y . 

Lafily,  he  conlidtrs  all  the  attempts, 
which  have  been  made  at  different  times, 
to  mtalure  heights  hy  the  means  of  the 
harcfi.eter.  This  part  of  the  hifloiy  he 
has  laboured  nuiTc  than  the  rth,  both 
Ixcaufe  it  is  intimately  connected,  as 
well  as  the  foregoing,  with  the  hillory 
of  the  r7/r,  and  bccaufe  it  has  been  the 
piineipal  obje^fl  <  f  his  attention. 

Having  ihnt*  erinne’eud  the  harovuter 
Ihftcncaily  in  every  point  of  view,  hut 
only  till  the  time  when  he  began  his  firft 
e'xpcrimcnts,  the  author  next  relates  the 
rclult  of  I  hi  m  in  the  jecohd  part*  For 
thif  pnrpofc  he  e'onfKlcTs  the  barometer 
in  the  date  of  imperfection  in  which  he 
tirft  feiii  d  it;  that  is  to  fay,  when  its 
height  was  nndclcrTrircd.  That  was  its 
principal  ih fief,  and  which  was  admit¬ 
ted  by  philofophcrs.  Following  after¬ 
wards,  in  his  leiation,  the  which 

Ids  ow  11  experiments  had  pointed  out  to 


him,  he  ftrews  that  the  caufes  of  the  va¬ 
riations  which  had  been  remarked  arife 
from  a  diffimilarity  of  circumftances,aiid 
particularly  from  the  diftcrenccs  in  the 
form  of  the  tubes,  in  the  manner  of  fil¬ 
ling  them,  and  in  the  temperature  of  the 
place.  We  muft  particularly  obferve, 
with  relation  to  the  laft  circumftancc, 
that,  when  there  happens  a  variation  in 
the  heat  of  a  place,  there  are  fomc  haro^ 
meters  in  which  the  mercury  falls,  o- 
thers  in  which  it  rifes,  and  fomc  in 
wdiich  it  continues  immoveable.  ’After 
having  lliewn  the  caufes  of  thefe,  as  well  . 
as  of  all  the  other  irregularities  of  the 
barometer,  he  Ihews  the  method  of  pre¬ 
venting  them  with  certainty. 

In  this  point  of  view,  the  thermome^ 
ter  becomes  an  cflential  part  of  the  ba- 
revfcter  *  :  and  as  it  becomes  ftill  more 
rcqui'ite  in  the  greater  part  of  theobl'cr- 
vations  in  w  hich  the  barometer  is  ufed, 
M.  de  Luc  has  undertaken  to  render  it 
more  perfei^,  which  he  has  done  by 
confidering  it  ab  ovo. 

'  The  firft  point  which  has  employed 
him  is  the  fundamental  part  of  the  ther- 
vjcineter ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  matter  il- 
lelf,  w'hofe  dilatations  ftiew  the  variations 
cf  heat.  It  was  necefl'ary  to  attempt  to 
find  rut  the  relation  between  their  ef- 
ft»fts  r.r.d  their  caufes;  for  it  was  polliblc 
that  the  dilatationb  ofthodies  might  not 
be  propoi  tional  to  the  variations  of  heat. 
The  rnethod  which  he  uled  in  his  inqui¬ 
ry,  was  to  con  pare,  firft,  the  dilatations 
which  the  difterent  liquors,  of  which 
thermometers  arc  made,  underwent, 
when  cxpolcd  to  the  lame  lucceflivc  aug¬ 
mentations  of  heat.  Thefe  firft  experi¬ 
ments,  by  the  irregularity  of  the  feriefes 

^  IVe  fmd^  in  a  ivork  priuted  at  Ptf- 
ris  this  year  (177a),  Obferva- 

tions  on  Natural  Philofophy,  on  Natural 
Hiftory,  .and  on  the  Arts,  by  M.  FAbbc 
Uozier,  Tom.  i.  p.  aa6.  the  defeription 
of  a  barometer^  conjirufied  at  London 
by  Air  Ramfden,  in  mhich  the  ejfefi  of 
the  heat  is  aljo  correlled^  ajtd  in  a 
method  nvhichf  though  apparently  dif 
ferent,  has  ruveribeUfs  a  remarkable 
relation  nvi/h  that  of  M.  de  Luc.  If 
this  barometer  doer  not  o*ive  its  origin 
to  the  a e count  rvhich  M.  de  la  Landc 
gG’i'e  of  At*  de  Luc’s,  in  the  Connoif- 
lancc  dcs  Mouvemenr  Cclcftcs  for  the 
year  i^6s  ( and  it  is  very  pojjible  that 
it  does  not  J,  there  refults  from  them  a 
confirmation  of  the  two  methods*,  * 
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which  reprcfentcd  the  correfponding  di¬ 
latations  of  the  liquids,  firft  Ihcwcd  him 
the  neccility  of  confining  himfelf  to  one ; 
and  the  confidcrations  drawn  from  the 
detail  of  thefc  irregularities,  joined  to  a 
gteat  number  of  experiments  and  obfer- 
V  itions,  led  him  at  length  to  conclude,  a 
priori,  that,  of  all  the  liquors  employed 
iiithcrto  to  form  theruiometers^  quick- 
jiher  was  that  whofe  dilatations  were 
iicarefi  to  being  proportional  to  the  va¬ 
riations  of  heat  which  produce  them. 

The  author  was  got  thus  far,  when,  in 
a  converfation  concerning  his  experi¬ 
ments  with  M.  !c  Sage,  that  able  philo- 
fopher  communicated  to  him  an  idea 
which  he  had  had  of  making  a  thermo- 
victery  the  degrees  of  which  fhould  rc- 
prclent  equal  degrees  of  heat.  M.  dc 
Luc  eagerly  embraced  this  idea,  and 
made  ufe  of  it  as  a  teft  of  his  fyftem  con¬ 
cerning  the  dilatations  of  7/tercury,  The 
experiments  which  he  has  made  with 
this  defign  have  not  only  confirmed  him 
ill  his  fyrtem,  but  have  enabled  him  to 
form  a  graduation  for  the  thermometer 
of  quick -Stiver  that  really  exprefles  e- 
qual  differences  of  heat. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  it  was  eafy 
for  him  to  Hievv,  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing  itfclf,  and  from  examples,  what  a 
chafm  there  remained  to  be  filled  up  in 
the  inquiries  concerning  heat,  and  what 
miftakes  w’c  might  fall  into,  under  the 
want  of  fuch  an  inftrument  as  the  ther- 
viovietery  without  thefc  corrections  and 
improvements. 

He  goes  on  next  to  examine  the  fixed 
points  of  the  thermotneter  ;  an  objeCt 
very  effential  to  the  perfection  of  that  in- 
llrument,  and  upon  which  there  (till  re¬ 
mained  many  things  undetermined.  He 
enters,  on  this  occafion,  into  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  all  the  thermometers  which 
have  had  any  reputation,  and  at  the  fame 
lime  he  runs  through  the  hiftory  of  the 
thermometer. 

The  congelation  of  water,  and  its  ebul¬ 
lition,  being  terms  which  have  been  ge¬ 
nerally  chofen  as  the  moft  proper  to  ferve 
as  bales  o9  the  graduation  of  the  ther* 
viotnetery  the  author  has  made  them  one 
of  the  principal  objects  of  his  inquiry. 
It  appeared  to  him,  Ih^t  the  firft  of  tbefe 
terms  was  equivocal,  becaiifc  it  had 
been  differently  underfiood  by  natural 
philofophers;  and  that  the  fecond  was 
uncertain,  fince  the  beat  of  boiling  water 
\arics  according  to  certain  circumlUncei, 


which  it  is  neceflary  to  know  in  order 
to  determine  the  effeCts, 

After  having  ihewn  the  method  of  fix¬ 
ing,  in  a  manner  liable  to  no  uncertainty, 
the  point-called  congelation,  he  goes  on 
to  the  examination  of  the  caufes  which 
alter  the  heat  of  boiling  water.  The 
two  principal  appeared  to  him  to  be,  vi^, 
the  heterogeneous  bodies  which  are  con¬ 
tained  in  water,  and  the  difference  in 
the  weight  of  the  atmofphere. 

Concerning  the  tirft  of  thefe  caufes, 
the  author  relates  the  experiments  which 
he  has  made  to  determine  the  inaccura¬ 
cies  which  might  proceed  from  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  the  water ;  and  he  (hew's  a 
method  to  prevent  them. 

The  fccond  caufe  having  the  greateff 
effect,  and  being  at  the  fame  time  inevi¬ 
table,  required  his  greateft  attention. 
Wc  know  that  the  heat  of  boiling  water 
decreafes  when  the  weight  of  the  air 
which  it  fuftains  becomes  lefs;  but  it 
was  ncccffary  to  determine  the  quantity 
of  this  effect,  and  its  laws. 

M.  dc  Luc  had  begun  fomc  experi¬ 
ments  for  this  purpofc  in  176a,  in  his 
way  from  Geneva  to  Genoa ,  by  Mount 
Cenis  ;  and  thefe  firft  experiments  had 
fliewn  him  that  there  was  a  fingular  re¬ 
lation  between  the  finking  of  the  mer^ 
cury  and  the  diminution  of  the  heat  of 
boiling  water.  SufpcCling,  nevcrthclcfs, 
the  thermometers  to  be  the  caufe  of 
thefe  fingularitie6,^he  did  at  firft  admit 
the  relation :  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  conftruClion  of  an  inftrument  which 
might  prevent  miftakes  in  his  experi- 

•  ments. 

With  this  new  thermometer  he  pndcr* 
tooktopurfue  his  enquiries  on  this  fub- 
je<ft,  which  was  now  Income  very  intcr- 
efting,  on  account  of  thic  queftion  which 
it  gives  rife  to  in  natural  philofophy.  He 
has  obferved  the  beat  of  boiling  water 
at  different  elevations,  from  Lonver 
Languedoc  to  the  higheft  acceffible 
tops  of  the  Alps :  wfiich  comprehends 
the  vertical  height  of  15^0  to{/es  :  and 
he  has  bad  the  plcafurc  to  fee  that  the 
refult  of  his  numerous  obfervations  form¬ 
ed  a  regular  law,  from  whence  it  derived 
a  fimple  formula ‘for  the  corrcClioii  of 
the  point  of  boiling  water  upon  the 
thermometer* 

The  diffirrent  joumiet  which  the  aq- 
thor  has  made  to  the  AJps,  on  account 
‘  of  thefe  obfemtiont,  having  given  hjqi 

*  opportuolty  to  mak^  fCvctaT  refnatki  At 
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natiml  philofophy  and  in  n:Uura]  hifto- 
ry,  »  rcl-ition  of  them, principal¬ 

ly  dl^c^^;t;•d  towards  ihe:c  objects. 

Aficr  iciving  conlidcrcd  the  qucftion 
Collect  ning  tlic  variations  of  the  heat  of 
boding  water  in  its  confcquencci  with 
legard  to  tlie  therm'jtnetcr^  and  found 
tlie  equation  luccirary  to  Jix  ihtfe 
points  of  heat,  M.  dc  L«c,  cxtiemcly  af- 
tonithed  at  the  law  exprefled  by  this 
equation in  Icckingthc  caufes 
of  It.  Thi  is  the  intent  of  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  experiment.^,  of  w  hich  he  gives  an 
account,. ind  which  have  led  him  on  to  the 
difeovery  of  many  phylical  caufes,  which 
produce  the  maxima  of  the  heat  of  boil- 
ine  vvatfr,whenthc  weights  of  the  air  were 
dirterent,  reckoning  from  the  Zero  of 
that  weight  :  a  matter  in  which  the 
greateft  obfeurity  hitherto  yet  remained. 

The  fixed  points  of  the  thcr7nometer^ 
and  the  laws  of  the  dilatations  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  liquids  which  are  employed  in 
lhcm,/.e.every  thing  which  wa.- indifjien- 
fiblc  to  meafjre  heat  with  regularity  being 
th  ns  deternnned,  the  author  thought  it 
iieccfl'ary  to  examine  the  errors  which 
had  been  produced  by  the  defcifls  in  the 
pn feeding  mcafurcs,  fothat  philofophers 
iniglit  know  what  they  had  to  depend 
on  in  the  obfervaiions  alreaijy  made  on 
heat.  The  fhermometcry  which  has 
been  employed  in  the  greateft  number 
f>f  thefe  experiments,  is  undoubtedly 
that  of  M.  de  Reaumur  ;  and  it  is  that 
whofe  Irne  p.inciplcs  were  the  moftmif- 
lalt  n.  M.  dt  /Ltte,who  had  had  an  op- 
jHw  t unity  of  fufptifting  it  in  the  courfe  of 
his  obiervations,  undertook  an  inquiry 
conceriung  thofe  principle?. 

The  datum  on  which  he  grounded 
his  inquiry  was  the  certain  knowledge 
€if  the  point  at  which  that  thermometer 
conftanily  ftood  in  the  vaults  under  the 
cb^er\at»>ry  at  Paris.  He  frnt  fcvcral  of 
hi.s  thermotneters  to  M.  Varenne  de 
Beojiy  Ct»rrcfpondent  of  the  academy  of 
feiences,  who,  fccondcd  by  M.  Briffon^ 
inembcr  of  the  fame  academy,  made  a 
fulT.cicnt  number  of  obfervaiions,  to  dc- 
tci  iiiinc  with  certainty '  the  degree  at 
which  thefe  ihermometerj  conftantly 
flotKl  there;  and.  Joining  to  this  deter- 
piination  fome  experiments  no  Icfs  care¬ 
fully  made,  though  of  another  kind,  he 
has  difeovered  at  length  the  true  fixed 
mfints  of  the  th:rtfiQ77:eter  of  M.  dc 
iitaumur,  and  in  general  all  its  rela- 
^oni  with  the  cemmon  ihermomc* 


terf.  We  (hall  be  aftonilhed  to  find, 
by  the  table  which  exprefles  thefe  rela¬ 
tions,  how  much  the  thermometer  Q{y[, 
de  Reaumur  was  miftaken,  and  of 
courfc  how  many  obfervaiions  made 
with  thermometers  bearing  that  deno¬ 
mination  will  be  at  belt  loft. 

The  right  conftrudion  of  thermome* 
ters  requiring  more  care  than  is  ulually 
imagined,  the  author  has  not  been  fatif- 
fied  with  giving  the  general  principles. 
He  enters  into  the  detail  of  their  con- 
Itrudiun  for  the  ufe  of  the  artifts. 

He  fpends  fome  time  in  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  fcale  of  the  inftrument  taken 
in  a  general  view  ;  and  he  ftiews.  by 
examples  drawn  from  his  own  labours, 
that,  if  we  take  care  to  provide  againft  all 
pbyjical  differences  in  the  thermometer^ 
no  inconvenicncy  will  arife  from  the  in- 
trod  uiflion  of  dift'ercnces  purely  geotne* 
tricalf  fuch  as  arc  thofe  of  the  number 
and  the  fize  of  the  degrees;  and  that  in 
certain  cafes  they  will  be  very  conveni¬ 
ent. 

Laftly,  after  having  confidcred  the 
thermometer  as  an  inftrument  of  ufe  in 
pliyfics,  and  which  as  fuch  cannot  be  car¬ 
ried  to  too  great  a  degree  of  perfedion, 
the  author  confiders  it  as  ah  in.ftrument 
of  ufe  to  the  public ;  and,  as  in  this  point 
of  view,  it  w’ould  be  very  difftcuH  to  ex¬ 
clude  intirely  the  ufe  oifpirit  of  nvine^ 
bccaufe,  on  fome  account,  it  is  more 
convenient  than  mercury^  he  fhews  an 
eafy  method  to  make  thermometers  of 
that  liquor,  whofe  variations  are  marked 
like  thofe  of  natural  philoftiphers.  By 
this  means  we  ftiall  be  enabled  to  un- 
derftand  each  other  on  the  fubjcift  of 
heat,,  and  many  obfervaiions, ‘Which  op- 
pori unity  gives  birth  to,  will  not  be  left 
to  natural  philofophy,  as  they  have  hi¬ 
therto  been, 

• 

t  Thus  M.  dt  Luc  calls  a  thermo¬ 
meter  of  mercury,  nvhofe  fcale  is  con* 
JlruSled  hy  dividing  into  8o  parts  the 
interval  bet^iueen  the  points  correfpon* 
ding  to  the  temperature  of  melting  ice 
and  of  boiling  w  ater,  when  the  barome¬ 
ter  is  at  2/  inches. 

[T<?  he  continued,'^ 

To  the  Publisher  cf  the  Weekly 
Magazine. 

SIR, 

**  SOME  thoughts  on  aftrology  which 
I  lately  fcot  to  your  Magazine  for  a  very 
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laudable  purpofe,  which  may  be  cafily 
gaclled,  having  been  honoured  with  the 
aiiiaiaclverlions  of  Anaxaguraf^  a  phi- 
hpphfr  of  great  name,  I  cannot  help 
congratulating  you  on  this  profpe^l  of 
a  literary  I'cuffle,  which  your  twentieth 
V  )lume  may  reap  the  advantage  of,  as  it 
may  put  I'evcral  round  perioiis  in  his 
pocket. 

1  thank  my  ftars  that  have  inclined 
me  to  advance  opinions*  fo  proper  to 
pii)Vv)ke  oppi>rition,  and  to  ^reed  alter¬ 
cation,  which  is  the  very  life  and  foul  of 
a  work  like  yours. 

The  handfomc  deportment  of  A- 
r.axagoras  Ihows  him  to  be  far  from 
any  intention  to  kick  up  a  riot;  but  I 
would  infer,  from  the  attention  a  philo- 
fopher  of  his  eminence  has  given  to  my 
poor  thoughts,  that  probably  they  may 
attract  the  notice  of  the  profefled  an- 
fwerers,  and  produce  a  fray  that  may 
be  attended  with  confiderable  ink-fhed. 

Not  being  at  leifure  to  comply  with 
the  requcll  of  Anax^oras,  I  have  em¬ 
ployed  my  friend  Joannes  ah  Inda- 
gine  to  anfwcr  his  p^tper,  fo  far  as  it  re¬ 
lates  to  me  and  my  credulity,  which 
talk  John  has  undertaken  with  all  the 
zeal  t>f  a  true  friend.  I  leave  the  affair 
intirely  to  his  management;  and  hope 
he  will  give  fomc  fatisfaftion  to  Anaxa¬ 
goras^  as  an  anfwcrer,  and  to  you,  as  a 
corrcfptndent. 

Yours,  &c.  Artemidorus. 

Periculofum  ejl  credere  et  non  credere, 

Ph/ed. 

IN  the  dfay  of  Anaxagoras,  which  I 
was  defiredtogivc  fomc  attention  to, 
I  find  that  the  fmallelt  part  relates  to  my 
fiiend  Artemidorus,  and  of  that  part 
there  is  little  that  requires  any  anfwer, 

I  am  much  pleafed  with  the  account 
AuQxagoras  gives  of  that  candid  dif- 
pofition,  which  every  thinlcing  perfon 
fhould  ftudy  to  acquire  and  preferve; 
that  intellectual  affability  which  gives 
every  new  opinion  or  relation  a  civil  re¬ 
ception,  and  an  attentive  hearing,  which 
neither  bigotry  nor  fcepticilm  will  con- 
defeend  to;  but  I  do  not  think  that  fuch 
a  difpofition  will  eafily  degenerate  into 
excej/ive  credulity t  fince  the  feme  free¬ 
dom  of  mind,  and  love  of  inquiry,  which 
inclines  a  perfon  to  conhder  the  argu- 
tnents  for  any  opinion,  or  the  evidences 
for  any  faCt,  will  prompt  him  no  lefs  to 
c::amiue  the  oppolitc  hde  of  the  quef- 


tion,  and  the  refult  will,  in  molt  cafes, 
be  in  favour  of  truth. 

The  bigot  is  afraid  of  the  fatigue  of 
thinking;  therefore,  having  once  backed 
his  opinions  with  an  argument  or  two, 
he  maintains  thefe,  to  his  life’s  end,  to 
be  ftrong  and  convincing,  and  fuch  at 
no  man* in  his  fenfes  can  ever  objeCt  to, 
and  declines  all  further  examination,  be- 
caule  he  knows  what  troubic  that  would 
give  him. 

Both  the  fccptic  and  the  credulous  . 
man,  in  like  manner,  utterly  deteft  your 
long-winded  ratiocination;  and  there¬ 
fore,  while  the  one  believes,  the  other 
doubts  of  every  thing,  and  fo  cut  the 
knot  which  they  have  not  patience  to 
untie ;  and,  in  point  of  lazinefs,  they 
both  outdo  the  bigot,  becaufe  one  fingle 
general  argument  may  ferve  each  of 
them  for  all  occafions;  while  the  one' 
alledges  the  darknefs  of  our  minds,  and 
the  other  the  authority,  veracity,  and 
good  fenfe  of  his  informers. 

But  the  genuine  free-thinker,  and  fin- 
cere  lover  of  truth,  always,  if  pofiible, 
fulpends  his  affent  till  he  has  accurately 
weighed  the  evidence  for  and  againft  the 
point  in  quedion,  and  found,  on  eith'er 
fide,  a  manifeft  prepondcrancy.  Let  o- 
ther  people,  as  they  pleafe,  think  hit 
belief  well  or  ill-grounded,  he  is  jiiftl- 
fiablc  in  adopting  that  opinion  which  he 
finds  fupported  by  reafon,  after  the  la¬ 
bour  of  a  careful  ferutiny ;  and  fuch  ft 
‘one,  however  paradoxical  his  affertiona 
may  feem  to  be,  ill  dclcrvcs  to  be  bran- 
*dcd  with  credulity,  when  he  endeavours 
'to  lupport  them  by  argument.  In  this 
view,  there  is  as  much  reafon  to  chargie 
Anaxagoras  with  fccpticifm  for  not  t- 
greeing  with  Artemidorus,  as  to  aceofe 
the  other  of  credulity  for  advancing  no¬ 
tions  difagrceablc  to  Anaxagoras. 

To  elude  the  dilemma  of  Artemido¬ 
rus,  the  fuccefs  of  all  tbofe  aftrologicat 
predidions  that  have  been  verified  is  by 
Anaxagoras  aiferibed  to  chance ;  **  for, 
fays  he,  amidft  a  vaft  number  of  enun¬ 
ciations  with  regard  to  futurity,  fomc 
mull  undoubtedly  have  held  true;  but 
then  it  is  not  nccclTary  to  aferibe  this 
fuccefs  to  any  fuperior  or  fupernatural 
knowledge  in  the  predidor,  when  chance 
iifclf  may  have  been  the  caufe.” 

To  this  I  anfwcr,  for  Artemidorus, 
that  the  fucCefs  of  any  particular  predic¬ 
tion  is  not  a  whit  the  more  likely  to  a- 
rife  from  chance,  that  the  predidions 
are  numerous :  for,  fuppoie  one  throws 
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a  Tingle  die  and  bets  always  on  the  fixth, 
it  would  be  wonderful,  indeed,  if  the 
fiKtli  fhould  never  come  up  in  the  courfe 
of  a  great  many  throws,  becaufc  the 
number  he  l»tls  on  being  fixed  and  al¬ 
ways  the  fame,  the  probability  of  its 
turning  up  is  inereafed  at  every  throw. 
l>iit  if, ‘at  every  throw,  he  alters  tlie 
iniinher  he  bets  on,  he  has  no  better 
chance  of  luccceding  in  one  of  fix  throws 
than  in  a  fingle  throw,  becaule,  his  num¬ 
ber  being  always  varied,  the  alfociating 
ofthefe  fix  ditTercnt  chances  or  events 
together,  docs  not  make  any  one  of  them 
iTu»rc  likely  to  happen.  In  general, 
while  the  event  continues  fixed,  the 
probability  increafes  at  every  trial;  but 
while  the  event  continues  to  be  varied, 
the  probability  remains  fixed,  and  is  the 
fimc  at  the  hundredth  trial  as  at  the  firft. 
To  apply  this  to  the  point  inqneftion: 
biippofe  one  tliould  for  a  long  time  pre- 
<liiit  every  day  that  fomc  mau  would  he 
killed  by  an  accident  in  one  or  other  of 
the  fiiccts  i  f  a  certain  populous  city,  it 
is  likely  enough  that  he  would  be  in  the 
right  at  laft,  and  yet  might  have  no  me¬ 
rit  in  the  predietion,  becaufc  the  event 
was  fixetl,  aiul  always  the  fame,  and 
was  alu>  not  unlikely  to  happen  in  a 
Icngtli  of  time.  But  if  he  Ihouid  fortcl 
a  ccrlaLn  event  to-day,  another  to  mor¬ 
row,  aud  f )  on  to  an  hundred,  and  all 
of  them  dilTimilar  cmc  to  another,  in 
this  cafe  (tuppofing  he  l ruffed  only  To 
chance)  It  is  not  more  probable  that  any 
o.nc  of  the  hundred  (hould  happen,  not- 
uilhft.inding  the  enunciations  being  fo 
numerous,  than  it  would  have  been  that 
_a  finglc  one  fiiould  take  place,  if  he  had 
prcdicteil  that  one  only.  Now,  as  the  pre- 
didions  of  alfrologers  were  all  difiimi- 
lar  one  to  another,  cither  in  time,  place, 
or  other  circumltanccs,  if  they  trufleil 
lolely  to  chance,  the  probability  of  any 
one  of  them  happening  is  not  inereafed 
by  ihcir  prcpyClic  enunciations  being 
fo  numerous.  And  therefore,  fince  the 
proKabiliiy  of  any  finglc  prediction  being 
fulfilled  is  conplTedlv  much  lefs  than 
that  of  its  not  being  fulfilled  (fuppofing 
the  rcfult  to  depend  on  chance  alone), 
it  i>certainly  not  philofophical  toaferibe 
the  accomplilliment  of  many  fuch  pre- 
tlidions  to  chance  :  For  the  odds  is  fo 
’great  againft  them  all,  that  it  is  almolt 
a«.y  aR';gnablf  number  to  one,  that  not 
a  ur.glc  affrological  predidion  would 
have  taken  place  if  chance  alone  had 
t-id  the  diftdion  of  the  rcfult.  If  wc 
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cannot  then  with  propriety  aferibe  the 
accomplifhmcnt  of  aitrological  predic¬ 
tions  to  chance,  it  follows,  that  they 
muff  have  been  cither  the  rcfult  of  de- 
dudion  from  obfcivations,  or  aflumed 
principles,  or  clfe  that  thefc  aftrologcrg 
had  their  knowledge  imparted  to  them 
by  fomc  fuperior  beings. 

This  much  may  be  fufficient  to  fliow 
the  weaknefs  of  the  fuppofition  made  Ky 
Anaxagoras,  that  the  fuccefs  of  altrolo- 
gy  was  owing  folcly  to  chance.  1  lhall 
now  add  fomc  remarks  tending  to  fup- 
port  the  opinion  of  Artemidorus,  that 
aftrology  is  probably  a  real  art,  and  not 
merely  an  impofition  of,  the  cunning  u- 
pon  the  credulous. 

imoy  Some  may  objed,  that  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  ftars  is  deltrudive  of  free  a- 
gency;  but  this  inHucncc  may  be  fuppo- 
fed  tt>  be  very  great,  without  forcing  one 
to  commit  crimes,  or  controuling  his 
wiil.*  And  pray,  what  is  it  to  a  rnan  who 
is  kiileil  by  accident,  or  who  dies  a  na¬ 
tural  death,  whether  his  fate  has  been 
fixed  with  or  \vithout  the  intcrventio.a  of 
the  liars  ?  Yes,  fays  one,  had  it  not  been 
for  Ihefe  confounded  ftars,  Abe  mau 
might  have  lived  many  years  longer. 
Well ;  grant  that  his  fate  fliould  be  poll- 
poned  fora  while,  and  that  then  thofe 
deadly  luminaries  fiiould  again  exert 
their  power,  and  carry  him  on  the  ftage; 
w hat, would  be  faid  in  this  cafe?  Why, 
perhaps,  the  fanrie  as  before;  “  That  had 
*  it  not  been  for- them,  he ** might  ft(ll 
‘  have  lived.”  Now,  what  is  this  but 
faying,  that  if  man  were  not  mortal,  he 
-would  be  immortal :  A  truth,  which  no 
body  will  difpute;  but  which  cannot 
f^rve  to  prove  that  it  is  a  hardfhip  to 
exift  in  this  prefent  (late  of  things. 

21/0,  It  fiiould  be  no  objedion  againft 
the  reality  of  the  aftrological  art,  that 
many  of  its  predidiuns  have  failed ;  be* 
caufe  fuch  failures,  without  affedingtbe 
credit  of  the  art,  m.ij  fie  fairly'  imputed 
cither  to  want  of  Ikill  in  the  artift  (thus, 
when  one  compute^  an  eclipfe,  and  makes 
a  miflakc  in  the  calculation,  bis  error 
does  not  hurt  the  credit  of  nftronomy); 
or  elfe  to  the  imperfedion  of  aftronomy 
in  thofe  remote  ages ;  and  it'  is  owned  bf 
allrologers,  that  a  fmall' miftake  in  the 
calculation  or  in  the  Jata^  will  alter  the 
terms  of  the  predidioh  very  much- 
Now,  when  aftrology  flouriflicdi  the  pla* 
ces,  periods,  and  diilatices  of  (be  plaoel* 
were  far  from  being  accurately  afccrtain- 
td;  no  wonder  then,  that*  allrologOl 
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were  often  grofsly  miftaken.  The  abili¬ 
ties  of  Dr  Halley  as  an  aftronomer,  Hand 
uniiniKachcd,  although  it  is  well  known, 
tlut  he  was  conliderably  millaken  in 
c  )mputing  the  phafes  of  the  tranlift  of 
Venus  that  happened  in  1761,  and  1769. 
'I’hc  rcafon  was,  thofe  paths  of  aftrono- 
n»v  had  fcarce  ever  been  trode  before ; 
add  he  was,  on  that  account,  rather  to 
be  admired  for  what  he  did,  than  bla- 
nied  for  not  doing  more.  In  the  fame 
n  snner  may  the  errors  of  adrologers  be 
apologized  for ;  and  fure,  if  any  art  or 
kience  delcrv?  fuch  candid  indulgence, 
it  is  the  one  in  queftion,  whofe  rcfearch- 
ei  are  fo  profound,  fo  delicate  and  intcrelk- 
ing.  Further,  where  aftronomy  was  beft 
known,  the  pri  didionsofaftrologcrs  w’erc 
in  11  certain:  Thus  the  Chaldeans  were 
allowed  to  be  the  heft  aflronomcrs  of  an- 
li^iit  fine:';  accordingly  they  were  alfo 
dteemed  the  beft  aftrologers. 

It  has  long  l>een  a  matter  of  dif- 
piue  among  the  learned,  how  the  antient 
oi.iclcs  came  by  their  power  of  predict¬ 
ing  future  event?.  It  is  well  known,  that 
t)ii*ir  refponfes  were  often  couched  in 
dark  or  ambiguous  terms;  but  it  is  e- 
(II. ally  certain,  that  many  of  them  werefo 
pl^in,  dire(ft,and  explicit,  that  we  cannot 
deny  them  to  have  poflefled  thepowerin 
(jneftion.  F<mtenelle  has  wrote  a  whole 
book  on  this  fubje^ft,  and  advanced  a  vari¬ 
ety  ofconjcdiires  concerning  them.  I  ftrall 
beg  leave  to  advance  one  too,  which,  if 
it  Hiould  prove  equally  nnfatisfadory 
with  the  reft,  will,  at  leaft,  I  believe, 
have  the  nieiit  of  being  new.  It  is  this: 
1  fuppufe  thofe  Daemons  or  fpirits  who 
digitated  the  refponfes,  had  their  know¬ 
ledge  by  obferving  the  ftars.  It  will 
readily  be  allowed,  that  if  there  is  in 
f.uft  any  truth  in  the  aftrological  art,  thefc 
Ipirir.  were  much  abler,  and  had  greater 
.iccef-  than  mankind  to  know  what  the 
ftars  portended  ;  and  though  they  might 
make  a  bad  ufe  of  their  knowledge,  that 
ii'  r.o  argument  againft  their  pofT^iring  it. 
It  w  ill,  perhaps,  be  thought  a  forry  com- 
plinjent  to  the  adepts  in  this  art,  to  al¬ 
ii  dgc,  that  they  Iiad  their  Ikill  in  com¬ 
mon  with  thefe  Demons,  who  had  fo 
great  a  fharc  in  promoting  idolatry  and 
nipeihition  through  the  world :  F>ut  this, 
I  i^pprehend,  makes  neither  for  nor  a- 
p^inft  them.  For  thefe  beings,  at  the 
tame  time  that  they  were  advancing  Po- 
Frthcifm,  were  undoubtedly  fenftble  that 
tlicrc  was  but  one  Deity ;  and  knew*  per- 
well  which  was  the  true  religion; 


and  were  certainly  better  (killed  Id  every . 
branch  of  human  knowledge  than  man¬ 
kind  could  poftibly  be :  And  yet  it  wga 
never  objeded  to  a  mathematician,  to  au ' 
aftronomer,  or  to  .a  Chriltian,  that  thefe 
fpirits  had  as  much,  or  more  knowledge 
than  them,  in  their  refpedive  fcienccs  or 
articles  of  belief. 

Ato^  After  all,  perhaps  the  ftars  have* 
no  influence  on  fubluoary  events,  but 
only  point  them  out  by  certain  phceiio- 
mena  that  always  attend  fuch  events  as 
they  are  laid  to  furctcl ;  like  a  barome¬ 
ter,  which  accurately  indicates  the  chan¬ 
ges  of  the  weather,  but  has  no  influence 
in  producing  thefc  changes. 

An  attempt  to  defend  fuch  an  obfolete 
and  exploded  art  as  aftrology,  will  be  the 
more  readily  cxcufcd  by  thofe  who  re- 
fled,  that  the  moderns  have  fometirnes 
found  it  expedient,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Philolaic,  now  the  Copernican  fyftcm,  ti> 
revive  old  forgotten  opinions. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  it  can  be  (hown, 
that  a  belief  injudicial  aftrology  is  nei¬ 
ther  inconfiftent  w^ith  the  moft  undoubt¬ 
ed  principles  of  reafon,  nor  with  the  u- 
niverfal  opinion  of  all  nations  and  ages, 
its  votaries,  1  appprehend,  will  ftand  ac¬ 
quitted  of  the  heavy  charge  of  weaknefd 
of  mind,  fuperftition  and  ignorance,  that^ 
has  been  often  brought  againft  them.* 
At  any  rate,  if  fentcnce  of  condemna¬ 
tion  muft  pals,  I  hope  it  will  proceed  on 
better  grounds  of  evidence  than  have 
hitherto  been  exhibited  to  the  world. 

Yours,  See. 

Joannes  ab  Indacine. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly* 
Magazine. 

♦ 

Yours,  Mr  Printer,  is  certainly  none 
of*  the  eafieft  profeflions  in  life. 
To  criticife  with  judgment  the  pieces  of 
yourcorrefpondents,  requires  a continwed 
attention,  and  to  be  obliged  often  to  re- 
jed  fuch  eflays  as  are  not  fit  to  bear  the 
eye  of  the  public,  and  thus  run  the  ri(k 
of  difobliging  the  difappointed  eflayift, 
muft  furely  be  to  you  a  moft  difagrcc- 
able  talk.  While  I  ready  our  frequent  a- 
pologics,  I  feel  for  your  diflrefs;  and 
when  I  meet  with  any  perfprmanpe  that 
I  think  ought  not  to  have  been  admitted,' 
I  am  difpofed  rather  to  forgive  you 
fnran  overftraincdcomplaifance,  than  to 
blame  you  too  fcvcrcly  for.  an  improper 
indulgence,  as  it  is  furely  much  more  a- 
grecable  to  a  benevolent  mind  to  cncou- 
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rage,  than  rcprcfs  the  firft  efTayi  of  in¬ 
fant  genius. 

For  fume  time  pad  you  have  frequent¬ 
ly  recommended  to  ^’vnr  correlpondcnts 
to  chufe  fubjeeta  that  would  be  of  grea¬ 
ter  importance;  anJ  it  furely  is  to  be 
wiOted  that  they  did  fo.  Ibit  is  there 
not  tome  dinger  that  this  may,  on  fome 
cxrcatiiiiis,  rather  do  harm  than  good? 
It  there  not  tome  riik,  that  the  graver 
and  more  ferious  part  of  your  readers 
may  in  fume  mealurc  think,  that  they 
are  called  upon,  in  a  particular  manner, 
to  write  upon  ferious,  perhaps  religious 
fnbje(Jts,  which  they  may  think  of  the 
greateft  importance,  although  thefe  may 
not  perhaps  be  fo  well  calculated  for 
ycuv  mifccllany  as  others  of  a  gayer 
turn  ?  Thi>  over* ferious  caft  Mr  Prin¬ 
ter,  is  a  particular,  that,  I  imagine,  you 
Ihould  be  much  upon  your  gu.ird  to  pre¬ 
vent  from  getting  too  Itrong  a  footing  in 
your  paper,  as  it  teems  to  be  the  extreme 
into  which  our  countrymen  moft  natu¬ 
rally  fall.  Witnefs  the  S — s  M - ne, 

whofe  vbillncfs  is  become  almoft  prover¬ 
bial.  But  IhtTc  are  hints  which  I  only 
fuggeft  to  your  particular  confidcration. 
Good  fenfe,  delivered  with  a  fprightly 
vivacity,  is  perhaps  what  yon  Ihould 
chiefly  with  for.  And  although  nature 
never  intended  me  to  lliine  in  tiiat  fphere 
myfclf,  yet  1  think  it  would  be  for  your 
advantage  to  encourage  it  as  much  as 
you  can  in  others;  and  w’hen  1  fee  that 
you  have  fucceeded  in  this  refped,  I 
would  very  willingly  give  place  to  my 
betters.  In  the  mean  time, 

1  cannot  help  ohferving,  with  fome 
kind  of  furprife,  that  almoft  none  of  your 
correfpondents  have  chofen  to  make  na¬ 
tural  philofophy,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
contemplation  of  natural  objeds,  the 
fubu<5t  of  their  meditations:  As  this,  I 
imagine,  would  be  a  topic  in  general  as 
univerfally  interefting  as  any  that  could 
be  propofed.  We  come  into  this  world 
in  tire  helplefs  ftate  of  infancy.  The  ob¬ 
jects  around  ns  gradually  become  fami- 
Tiar  to  us,  vvithnut  being  almoft  obfer- 
Ted ;  and  we  thus  become  inattentive  to 
the  many  beautiful  peculiarities  by  which 
almoft  every  one  of  them  is  in  an  efpe- 
cial  manner  char?«5Ierifed.  The  minds 
of  the  greater  part  of  our  fpecies  bring 
thus  lulled  aficep,  they  jog  on  through 
life  with  a  liftlcfs  inattention,  totally  un¬ 
occupied  by  any  concern  but  what  re¬ 
gards  the  body;  while  thofc  oble^fithat 
Arc  alone  worthy  of  tmployirg  the  riinj 
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of  a  rational  being  arc  entirely  ov^look.  j 
cd.  Would  it  not  therefore  be  doing  a  I 
fervicc  to  the  community,  if  fome  of  | 
yonr  correfpondents  would  endeavour  to  I 
awaken  lome  of  thelc  lethargic  minds,  ; 
and  roufc  their  imagination  to  the  con- 
tern  phlion  of  fiich  objeAs  as  might  give 
full  fcope  to  the  higher  powers:  and 
by  deftroying  that  liftlefs  vacancy  of 
thought  that  produces  the'  moft  ter¬ 
rible  of  all  difeafes,  emphatically  call¬ 
ed  the  tedium  .  vit^r,  might  tend  to 
introduce  a  lively  aiftivity  of  thought 
among  all  mankind,  in  which  their 
chief  happinefs  will  be  found  ulti¬ 
mately  to  confift  ?  That  a  habit  of  at¬ 
tending  to,  and  remarking  the  peculiar 
qualities  of  the  fcvcral  objc(fts  of  nature 
that  fucceinvrly  prefent  thcmfcivcstous, 
w'ould  in  a/I  cafes  produce  this  effect,  I 
will  not  be  fo  bold  a?  to  affirm ;  but  cer¬ 
tain  I  am,  that  in  many  cafes  it  'would 
be  productive  of  this  good  effeCt. 

With  this  view  I  fer.d  you  the  follow¬ 
ing  obfervations  upon  the  peculiar  oeco- 
nomy  of  nature  with  reganl  to  the  diftri- 
biition  of  the  feafons  in  the  dift'erent 
parts  of  the  earth.  A  fnbjeCt  that  1  can  • 
hardly  think  will  be  wholly  indifferent  to 
any  of  your  readers,  although  it  will 
naturally  be  more  agreeable  to  fuch  as 
have  already  turned  their  attention  to 
the  fubjeCts  of  w’hich  it  treats,  who  will 
be  thus  fitted  to  feel  the  full  force  of  all 
the  arguments,  than  it  can  be  to  others. 

The  antients,  who  w’ere  ignorant  of 
many  of  thofe  circumftanccs  that  experi¬ 
ence  has  now  taught  us,  imagined,  that 
the  greateft  part  of  our  globe  was.  unin¬ 
habitable,  cn  account  of  the  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold.  Nor  w  as  it  furprifing, 
that  thofc  who  reafoned  only  from  the¬ 
ory,  (hould  fall  into  a  miftake  of  this 
kind:  For  as  the  earth  is  w’cH  known  to 
be  a  fphere,  the  fnn  can  aCt  perpendicu¬ 
larly  only  upon  one  fpot  at  a  time,  and 
upon  all  others  in  an  oblique  direction; 
the  degree  of  w  hich  increafes  on  every 
fide  as  it  recedes  from  that  point.  And 
as  the  degree  of  heat,  occafioned  by  the 
perpendicular  aCtion  ofi.  the  fun,  is  pro- 
digionfly  greater  than  where  his  rays  fill 
with  a  greater  X  degree  of  obliquity,  it 
was  extremely  rat  oral  for  them  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  difference  that  would  be 
between  the  equatorial  heat,  and  polar 
cold,  w  ould  be  to  infinitely  great,  as  to 
render  both  of  thefe  regions  alike  infuf- 
ferablc  by  men.  But  w  hen  the  philofo- 
pher  cow  ccntcmplatcs  this  objeCt  more 
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rparly,  and  the  aftronomcr  explains  to 
him  the  feveral  motions  of  this  our  globe,' 
he  lees,  that  by  that  finglc  law  which  has 
ordained  the  earth  to  move  upon  an'axis,' 
inclined  a  little  from  the  plane  of  the  c- 
cliptic,  and  always  parallel  with  itfelf*,’ 
aimed  all  the  bad  effects  that  he  could 
have  apprehended  from  the  excefs  of 
heat  or  cold  in  different  parts  of  the 
earth,  are  in  a  great  meafurc  obviated, 
and  he  is  lod  in  adoninimcnt  at  the  won* 
derful  cffe<5t8  that  arc  produced  from  an 
arrangement  fcemingly  fo  fimple  as  this 
is.  .  - 

It  would  be  tedious  for  me  here  to  e* 
numerate  all  the  different  effects  that 
would  have  refultcd  from  every  other 
pofiiblc  polition  of  the  earth,  or  to  point 
out  the  many  advantages  that  rcfult  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  globe  from  this 
arrangement  in  preference  of  all  others. 
But  I  recommend  this  as  a  fubje^l  wor¬ 
thy  the  attention  of  your  readers;  and 
after  the  mod  prefumptuous among  them 
has  done  fo,  I  would  afk  him,  if  he,  with 
all  his  boafted  endue ments,  afliftcd  by 
all  the  witlings  of  the  age,  could  con¬ 
ceive  an  idea  of  any  thing  more  beauti¬ 
fully  fimple,  or  more  worthy  of  an  all- 
vile  and  beneficent  Parent  of  the  uni- 
verle  than  this  is?  I'o  this  finglc  cir- 
cumdance  alone  we  arc  indebted  for  the 
a^irccable  viciflitude  of  iVafons,  and  that 
regular  gradation  obfervable  in  this  re- 
fpe(it  between  the  equator  and  the  poles. 
For  it  is  from  this  caufe  that  at  the  equa¬ 
tor,  where  the  heat  of  the  fun-ought  na¬ 
turally  to  be  greateft,  the  days  and  nights 
are  of  an  equal  length  throughout  the 
w  hole  year,  lb  that  by  being  thus  equally 
difiienfed  at  all  times,  the  heat  never  be¬ 
comes  extremely  violent  at  any  patticu- 
lar  feafon;  whereas,  towards  the  poles 
where  the  degree  of  heat,  if  thus  equally 
tlifpenfcd,  would  have  been  of  no  ufe  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  globe,  the  day  is 
lengthened  at  one  particular  feafon  fo  as 
to  have  the  whole  heat  of  tHc  year  con¬ 
centrated  (if  I  may  life  the  phrafe)  into 
one  undivided  period,  and  becomes  fo 
great  at  that  particular  time,  as  to  make 
plants  vegetate  with  vigour,  and  produce 

•  I  am  forty  I  hat  I  mufl  here  make 
•/e  of  fome  eitprejfions  that  nuill  not 
hr  fully  underjiood  by  all  your  readers. 
If  they  chufe  to  have  recourfe  to  any 
of  their  learned  acquaintances^  they 
^iil probably  receive  fatssfaSiort  on 
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food  for  man  and  other  animals,  fuffi^ 
cient  to  maintain  them  during  the  colder 
feafon  that  invariably  fucceeds  to  it. 
And  as  the  greateft  variation  of  the 
length  of  day  takes  place  at  the  poles,' 
and  gradually  diminifhes  towards  the  e- 
quator;  lb  the  variation  between  the 
heat  of  fumiaer  and  cold  of  winter  14 
there  greateft  alfo  f ,  and  diininilhcs  gra¬ 
dually  as  the  latitude  ilecreafes,  infon 
ihuch^  that  it  is  even  doubtful  whether, 
the  heat  is  not  fometimes  as  great  at  the 
pole  itfelf  as  under  the  line;  and  our 
earth  by  this  means  becomes  habitable 
aim  oft  from  pole  to  pde. 

This  may  ferve  as  one  inftance  of  the 
beautiful  (Economy  of  nature,  by  which, 
the  moft  falutary  cfFcdls  rcfult  from  cau- 
fes  fccmingly  the  moft  fimple  and  fortu¬ 
itous.  J  ihall  proceed  in  my  next  to  take 
notice  of  fome  other  more  familiar  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  fame  kind. 

Yours,  See.  Cl  MON* 

To  the  Publisher  of  Weekly* 
Magazine. 

SIR, 

T  has  been  faid,  that  there  have  been 
mei^  who  pretended  ferioufly  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  this  univerfe,  and  all  the  ani- 
maU  that  inhabit  it,  had  been  produced 
by  a  fortuitous  concourfc  of  atoms ;  and 
that  all  the  beauty  and  regularity  that  wc 
can  perceive  is  merely  the  effect  of 
chance,  and  not  deiign.  Philolbphera 
are  vain;  and,  to  obtafn  celebrity,  have 
often,  in  antient  as  well  as  modern  times,* 
pretended  to  adbpt  opinions  that  were 
contradu^Ud  by  the  common  fenfc  of 
mankind,  merely  to  make  the  ignorant 
believe  that  they  wer^  pofTefled  of,  more, 
than  ordinary  talents.  Yet  even  thefe 
philofophcrs  (if  any  fuch  there  be)  mull 
be  compelled  to  acknowledge,  that  they,’ 
iiTcommoh  with  the  reft  of  thiffr  fpecies^' 
have  been  in  a  very  peculiar  manner  fa- 

*  The fimmers  in  northern  climater 
are  f sort t  but  the  heat  it  very  greats 
and  vegetation  is  carried  on  nvith  a- 
mazing  rapidity.  In  Lapland  there 
is  ufually  only  betouixt  ftxty  and  fe^ 
vinty  days  hetdveen  the  footing  and 
reaping ;  and  fometimes  barley  ss  ripe 
in  fifty  eight  days  from  the  fonving^ 
tLinn.  Fhr,  Lapponica.  Proleg,  7h 
Nomuay^fays  Pintoppidan,  the  growth’ 
of  all  kinds  of  grain  is  fo  fpeedy,  that 
coin  which  is  fowed  on  the  ift  of  June^/ 
hal  beta  In  tht  barn  on  the  29U1  of  July.** 


J38  The  weekly,  MAGAZINE,  < or 

vnurcd  bv  this  fAmc  blind  goddcfs  whom  which  being  increafcd  by  heat  and  dimi* 
they  worliiip.  Not  to  mention  the  teiidcn-  niibed  by  cold,  is  the  caufc  of  that  per¬ 
ry  th^i  naturehR*incvery  part  oftheglobe  petual  motion  in  this  element  that  takea 
to  produce  fon\ething  that  may  lervc  as  place  at  all  times  and  places,  and  is  a- 
fuftenance  to  him,  &c.  See.  one  would  lone  the  caufc  of  an  infinite  number  of 
imagine,  that  he,  in  his  philofophical  re-  pluEnomena,  which  are  not  more  divcriifi- 
feirches,  would  frequently  meet  with  ed  in  their  appearances,  than  in  invariably 
c'.rcumftances  that  would  tend  to  en-  concurring  in  producing  the  moll  benc- 
C’‘eafe  his  veneration  for  his  darling  idol,  ficial  effects  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Fv)rinftance,  he  could  not  but  difeover  globe.  From  this  property  of  the  air  a- 
that  air  was  abfolutcly  necefl'ary  to  his  rifes  the  pheenomena  mentioned  in, the 
very  exigence ;  and  that  this  fame  air,  beginning  of  this  letter:  For  the  air  is 
\v  len  it  had  paflVd  through  his  lungs  but  Ui)  tooner  infpired  by  man,  than,  being 
for  a  very  Hioit  time,  became  as  perni*  warmed  in  hrs  lungs,  it  is  expanded  in 
clous  to  him  a- arfeiiic,  or  any  other  poi-  bulk,  and,  becoming  thus  f/:cifically 
fo»i.  Now,  if  chance  had  made  this  air  lighter  than  the  circumambient  air,  inuft 
dercefd  lownwards,  or  remain  m«)tion-  of  neceflity  immediately  alcend  into  the 
lefs,  inlfcad  t»f  riling  upwards,  he  and  fupeiior  regions  of  the  atmofphere,  and 
all  th"  iiihnSitants  of  the  earth  would  have  its  place  fnpplied  by  frefli  and  denfe 
bav  *  hern  itillcd  in  their  infancy,  fo  that  air ;  and,  in  the  fame  manner,  the  air  that 
it  ^nrl  have  remaincil  for  ever  an  iinin*  is  immediately  contiguous  to  any  burn- 
1)  ibited  depart.  It  is  extremely  lucky,  ing  body,  being  flrongly  heated  by  it, 
too,  for  him,  that  the  fame  caufe  that  immediately  flics  upwards,  and  carries 
in^ke>  the  air,  which  has  been  infpired  by  the  fm^ke  along  with  it.  From  this  fim- 
man,  ^I'crnd  to  the  fuperior  regions  of  the  pie  law  likewife  it  happens,  that  in  thofc 
a’moiphcre,  makes  all  thofe  noxious  ef-  places  on  the  furface  of  our  globe  where 
finvi.i  that  are  produced  by  putrid  btKlies,  the  fun  a<5t >  with  great  vigour,  his  rays 
be  qn  ckly  carried  above  the  region  being  leflcifled  from  the  filrface  of  the 
which  we  inhabit,  as  well  as  the  t  iutke  earth,  aCt  from  the  low’er  regions  of  the 
and  vaoonr  arifinc  from  burning  b  Hlies  ;  atmofphere  with  fuch  a  force,  as.  would 
fo  that  we  are  alm^  ft,  with  nit  any  effort  fron  warm  that  thin  medium  to  an  in- 
of  ou«  own,  continually  breathing  a  pure  fuffcrablc  degree,  if  it  could  be  made  to 
and  fweet  .air,  although  furrounded  on  remain  at  reft:  But  as  it  is  expanded  to 
nil  hands  with  ;>eftilential  vapours,  which,  a  great  bulk  as  foon  as  heated,  it  is  then- 
if  allowed  to  flagmte  but  for  almofl  a  immediately  forced  to  r.icend  upwards, 
mt*ment,  would  render  life  entirely  in-  and  would  l>e  as  inflanHy  replaced  by  the 
fupooriable.  ^  cooler  air  above  it,  if  there  v/as  none 

Thefe  are  circumflanceR  th?^t,  by  ope-  allowed  to  prefs  in  upon  cither  fide;  and  ‘ 
rating  in  a  conftant  and  lefs  fenfible  man-  as  the  cold  in  the  higher  regions  of  the 
ner,  are  not  at  all  times  attended  to.  atmofphere  is  always  very  intenfe,  it 
The  more  obvious  variations  of  the  air  would  be  cooled  in  itsafeent,  and  would, 
(winds),  producing  more  fenfible  effciffs  in  its  turn,  come  todefeend  again  to  the 
no  )n  man.  are  therefore  more  ohfejved,  earth,  after  all  the  other  p.art8  had  fuf- 
althongh  the  innumerable  falutary  effeds  fried  a  like  circulation  with  itfelf.  Thefe 
proflnced  by  thefe  are  almoff  as  feldom  arc  great  effects  from  a  fcemingly  fimplc 
attended  to  a*-  the  others.  law  of  nature:  But  they  arc  not  perhaps 

In  inv  former  I  ihowcd,  that  merely  by  the  thoufandth  part  of  what  is  produced 
the  p  dition  and  motions  of  the  earth,  or.  this  globe  from  it  alone, 
the  difference  between  the  heat  of  the  This  per pendicuUr  circulation  in  our 

torrid  and  frigid  Zones  would  be  much  atinoipherc  takes  place  in  a  leflcr  or 
fmallrr  than  a  fupcrficial  obferver  w'ould  greater  degree  in  all  parts  of  the  earth ; 
expe*^:  But  there  arc  other  means  cm-  but  it  is  little  attended  to,  on  account  of 
pi  *yed  for  moderating  the  heat  of  the  the  difturbance  it  meets  with  from  the 
to  rid  zone,  that  do  no  lefs  deferve  our  more  powerful  effects  of  horizontal  cur- 
altcntion  than  thofc  already  mcntionctl.  rents  iff  air  that  fo  iinivcrfally  take  place 
Thiv  our  glol>c  is  furrounded  with  a  throughout  our  globe ;  fomc  of  the  mod 
botly  of  air,  that  we  call  the  atnn»fphere,  univeiVal  of  which,  on  account  of  the 
\vh.ch,  bcfidcs  many  other  remarkable  effeAs  that  they  produce,  deferve  to  be 
propc’^tics,  is  peculiarly  endued  with  here  particularly  explained, 
aa  capanlive  ■  claftidty^  the  degree  of  .  The  fuo>  by  his  cootiuucd  and  power*  - 
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ful  action  upon  thofe  regions  near  the 
hue,  not  only  warms  the  inferior  Turlacc, 
hut  even  the  whole  body  of  the  atmol- 
phere;  which  being  there  healed ’in  a 
much  greater  degree  than  in  either  he 
inilphcrc  towards  the  poles,  becomes  of 
c'jnrcquence  lighter  there  than  on  cither 
lide;  lo  that  the  warm  air  of  the  equa¬ 
torial  regions  being  conftantly  buoyed 
up  to  the  fnperior  regions  of  the  atmof- 
pherc,  is  as  conftantly  fupplied  by  the 
denier  air  from  either  pole,  which,  co¬ 
ming  from  colder  regions,  helps  greatly 
to  mitigate  the  heat  that  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  regions  would  be  fubje^ted  to, 
were  it  not  for  this  merciful  provifion  of 
nature  *. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  way  in  which  heat 
becomes  inttrumental  in  producing  a  de¬ 
gree  of  cold  that  ferves  to  moderate  its 
own  efftds  (if  I  may  employ  that  feem- 
inglyptradoxical  expreffioh).  Air  is  na¬ 
turally  capable  of  diflbiving  water,  and 
of  keeping  it  fufpended  therein  in  the 
ftatc  of  vapour ;  but  its  power  of  diflbi¬ 
ving,  or,  in  other  words,  of  evaporating 
water,  lacing  in  proportion  lothe  velocity 
with  which  it  fweeps  along  the  furfacc 
lliereof,  and  the  degree  of  heat  of  the 
air  at  the  time,  it  followe,  that  as  the 
wind  in  the  torrid  ^one  is  conftant,  and 
the  heat  of  the  air  there  vci^  conlidcra- 
b!e,  the  evaporation  that  takes  place  u- 
pon  the  furface'  of  the  w’ater  muft  be 
there  extremely  abundant.  And  as  we 
know,  from  undoubted  experiments, 
that  a  very  conflderablc  degree  of  cold 
is  generated  during  the  procefs  of  eva¬ 
poration  f ,  the  heat  of  the  fun  in  a  tw’o- 
fold  manner  incrcafing  the  degree  Ibcrc- 

*  It  is  nveil  knoivn,  that  the  con* 
ftant  *ivinds  ohfesrvable  •within  and 
mar  the  tropics^  called  trade  winds, 
on.ve  their  exigence  entirely  to  this 
cjufc^  their  direfiion  in  feveral  re* 
fpecls  being  varied  by  circusnjlances 
unnecejfary  here  to  he  mentioned* 

*]•  The  ingenious  Dr  Cullen  •was^  I 
believe^  the  firfi  perfon  •who  took  par* 
ticular  notice  of  this  phenomenon  ; 
and^  by  a  fet  of  •ivell  contrived  expe* 
rimenti^  demonjlrated  the  reali^ 
thereof  •which  mao  he  feen  in  the  K* 
d inburgh  Phfeal  and  Literary  Ef* 
fay.  And  Ur  Franklin t  in  his  ex* 
periments  and  mfcellaneous  ohfer* 
vat  ions  ^  tublijhed  about  t*wo  years  a* 
gOf  has  found  that  a  cold  nssas  produ* 
ied  ’by  mesas  of  evaporation  alont^ 


of,  incrcafes  in  proportion  the  degree  of 
cold  produced  thereby,  fo  as  to  render* 
the  windltill  more  cool  and  falutary  to 
man  than  it  otherwife  would  have  been 
in  thefe  warm,  regions.  How  beautiful 
i&  the  oeconomy  of  the  univerfal  Archi- 
te(5t,  if  wc  could  but  comprehend  in  any 
inftance  the  full  force  thereof ! 

1  (lull  purfue  thefe  obfervations  on  t« 
Dother  occafion.  In  the  mean  time, 

I  am,.  Sir, 

Yours,  3cc.  CiMON, 

P,  S,  Philaretes’s  obliging  mention  of 
me  [P.  45.]  claims  my  (incereft  thanks.  I 
would  be  happy  if  it  were  in  my  power 
to  afford  a  fatisfaAory  folution  to  hit 
doubts :  But  as  I  am  by  no  means  qua¬ 
lified  for  that  rafk,  I  muft  decline  enter¬ 
ing  upon  it;  and  fhall  hope  that  fome  o- 
thcr  perfon  that  has  made  that  branch  of 
fcicnce  his  particular  ftudy,  will  explain 
in  a  fatisfadory  manner  the  Teeming  con- 
tradidiuns  in  the  facred  writings  that  he 
has  pointed  out. 

To  the  Publisher  0/* the  WEEKLr 
Magazine. 

S  I  R, 

^HOUGH  the  game  oi  quart  and 
tierce  be  much  lefs  dangerous  when 
played  with  the  pen  than  with  the  fword, 
yet  as  I  have  no  high  relifh  for  fencing, 
even  in  its  moft  innocent  form,  it  was 
not  without  furprifc  that  I  obferved  in 
your  laft  fume  new  antmadverflons  u- 
pon  my  former  letter,  by  the  author  of 
the  Strictures  on  the  Origin  and  Pro* 

by  •which  the  liquor  in  the  thermome* 
ter  •was  funk  from  fxtyfve  degreer 
to  that  of  f event  •which  is  tnuenty  five 
degrees  helo<w  the  freezing  point : 
From  •which  he  concludes^  that  it 
•would  be pojfible  even  to  freeze  a  man 
to  death  hy  this  means-in  a  •warm  fum* 
mePs  day*  And  he  like*wife  further 
inferst  •with  good  reafon^  that  the  cold 
produced  by  the  evapprationt  carried 
on  h  the  leaves  off  plants  ^  tends  te 
prejerve  them  alive  in  •warm  climates  g 
and  gives  an  infiance t  in  his  onun  per* 
font  of  (be  cold  produced  by  fweating^ 
or  animal  evaporation  in  the  human 
bodyt  •when  f unrounded  hy  an  air  hot* 
ter  than  itjelf*  Thus  invariably  care* 
ful  is  nature  to  check  the  too  violent 
effeCis  of  almofi  every  efficient  catsfe^ 
•when  it  is  in  danger  of  becoming  dfj 
JlruClisi  by  its  force* 
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^rr/}  of  Language,  From  his  recri- 
it  ^aouUI  fcrm  that  .wc  have 
equally  mifappr'rhcnded  one  another :  I 
did  no»  attempt  to  prove  that  language 
was  not  natural  ti>  man,  htcaufe  I 
t.houj.ht  the  contrary  opinion  either  ex- 
pr^fled  or  inipli.diii  hi*  ftriijlures;  my 
f .  le  iiitcntion  was  to  flio'v,  that,  fince 
lamfoage  is  an  art  f»ibjt  cted  to  the  fame 
virlfTdudes  \vi»h  o  her  irt^;  fince  *(if  1 
r^ay  br  allowed  to  ufc  a  metaphor),  like 
^thtr’rncrtal  thing  ,  it  is  fufceptihic  of 
pf  nrratif'n,  gr4)v»ih,  and  corrupti«>u,  it 
appeared,  an<*.  m  ft,  I  think,  appear  to 
r»il  the  \M>i'd,  that  a  Cliriftian  philofo- 
pher,  without  liiklng  one  tittle  or  of 
nis  cree«l,  might  trace  the  various  rrvo- 
lutinus  (»r  language,  whe’herin  progrefs 
to  its  higheft  pofliblc  perfection,  or  lowed 
pnlfihle  decline.  Nay  more,  refearchcs 
of  this  kind  appear  not  oniy  gniltlefs, 
bui  laudable;  as  we  Ciupoi  inxcftigatc 
the  different  gradations  bv  which  lan¬ 
guage  Improve^  or  degenerates,  without 
perceiving  what  ingredients  arc  neceffa- 
Ty  to  its  ptrfri^tion.  and  by  what  degrees 
the  hiiinan  intellect  i«  opened  or  con- 
tra»51ed,  enlightened  nr  depraved < 

The  word  is  a  term  extreme- 

1r  amSigiioiip,  and  admits  in  fignifica- 
lions  veiy  different.  If  it  be  faid  that 
every  thing  is  natural  to  man,  which, 
sluring  the  various  ftages  of  hisexiftence, 
he  rn  ly'aftei  wardb^  acquire  by  focial  in- 
tercourfe,  and  proper  cultivation,  I  ad- 
nit  that  language  is  natural  to  man. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  term  natural 
l>e  limited  to  fuch  talents  and  capacities 
ns  are  born  with  us»  and  found  in  all 
the  fpecies  from*  its  origiui  one  might 
wonder  upon  what  principle  the  argu¬ 
ments  deduced  from  favage^^  withotit 
culture,  and  withcrut  difeipline,  fhould 
be  thought  inconclufive.  Idiots  and 
ffionjicrs  have  fomc’defe*5f,  fomc  rcl 
dundancy,'  fome  diforder  in* their  exter¬ 
nal  or  internal  frame,  •which  effe^tnally 
f'jpc'fcdrs  the  analogy,  ard  renders  all 
ccrcluftons  drawn  from  them,  to  the 
Ipc  cics-.  cither  tx^remtly  uncertain  or 
abiolutily*  fUfe.  But  unlel.*  fuch  mu- 
tiUtiiuifc,  rrdundam  ie«,'  or*  difarrangr- 
Trent*,  bad  Keen  detected  in  the  confti- 
of  tbefe  J'avayet :  unlH'b  it  had 
been  fli'vvn  that  fome* hi rg  more  than 
irc'C  formation  or  difeipline  wab  want- 
irg  :o  them,  wc  lhall  hot  calily  perceive 
T  ow  rm.dogical  rcafoninc  from  them  to 
»he  hxcics  may  be  invalidated  :  nay,  the 
uc  favaje,  if  repfoacbcu  with  the  bru- 

I  • 

»i  .  **  . 


tality  of  his  manners  and  adiont  by  hit 
more  cultivated  brethren,  might  retort* 
the  imputation,  and  tell  them,  that  their 
pi  eteiided  refinement  was  no  Ids  the  re* 
full  of  habit,  and  much  more  unnatural 
than  the  charadler  and  fituation  in  which 
he  then  found  himfelf;  till,  by  argu¬ 
ments  drawn  from  the  anatomy  of  hia 
corporeal  ftrudurc,  it  Ihould  appear  that 
he  was  intended  for  an  creft  pofture, 
and  that  his*  hands  were  defigned  lor  o- 
thcr  iifcs  than  w'alking;  or,  till  repeated 
exertions  of  his  confeious*  and  intel¬ 
lectual  nature  (Itould  teach  him,  that 
it  was  formed  for  the  contemphtion 
and  enjoyment  of  nobler  and  more 
amiable  objedts  than  mere  external  gra¬ 
tification  or  convcnicncy.  But  this  in- 
veftigation  of  his  external  ftrudure,  thde 
reiterated  efforts  of  bis  intelligent  pow¬ 
ers,  could  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  happen, 
cither  in  abfolute  folitude,  or  where  his 
love  of  imitation  might,  in  oppofition  to 
inftindl,  impel  him  to  affume  the  cha- 
radter,  ?nd  contraifl  the  habits  peculiar 
to  thofe  inferior  natures  who  were  the 
common  inhabitants  of  the  fame  forell: 
For  man  is" acknowledged  to  be  a  w/wre- 
tic  animal,  and  even  to  acquire  a  great 
number  of  his  moft  important  and  va¬ 
luable  attainments  from  the  cxcrcifc  of 
this  fingle  propenfity.  When,  theretore, 
by  cultivating  hisirniiatite  power,  under 
the  inHuence  of  prtiper  objet^s,  he  is 
condudfed  to  the  know'ledgc  and  im¬ 
provement  of  fublimer  and  more  excel¬ 
lent  faculties,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
commcnccij  the  sera  of  philofophy,  or  ofi 
rcafon  in  exercife.  '  From  this  period  it 
will  tve  difficult  either  to  extinguilh  her 
ciiriofity,’ or  to  reftrain  iti*  efforts;  nor 
would  fuch  a  mcafure,  if  eafy,  be  expe¬ 
dient :  for  let  it  be  obfervedv  that  it  ii* 
not  fuhmijfiun  to  the  authority  of  ferip- 
ture  alone ^  which  we  often  find  required 
from  philofophy,* hut  fubiniflion,  impli¬ 
cit  fubmiffion,  to  the  ttnets  which  every 
individual  pretends  to  deduce  from 
feripture.  Thus  philofophy,  though  in- 
fpired  and  authoriUd  by  the  fame  God 
w  ho  promulgated  the  evangelical  difpen- 
lalion,  iuftead  ofbeing  the  hand-maid  of 
Chriftianity,  might  become  the  wretch-' 
td  dupe,  the  contemptible  auxiliary  of 
every  Herefiarch  and  every  Senary. 

It  is,  indeed,  a  melancholy  truth,  that 
philofophy,  of  late,  has  breiken  through 
all  the  wife  reftraints,  the  facred  bar¬ 
riers,  which  her  own  hand,  when  faith- 
Ail  to  her  truft/  bad  hrpofed :  it  is  A 
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mehncholy  truth,  that  (he  is  become 
the  avowed  proftitute  of  vice  and  fol¬ 
ly:  but,  like  all  the  extravagant  efforts* 
*of  human  vanity,  flic  now'  feels  her  pii- 
riOiment  in  her  crime;  fuhvcrfive  of  hcr- 
fhe  laments  the  ruin  of  her  cre- 
«lit,  ami  the  abortion  of  her  projeds  :  as 
fvery  other  dcfperadoe,  when  fhe  can 
neither  extend  the  bounds,  nor  protra(^ 
the  duration  of  her  crimes  and  infamy, 
Ihc  preys  upon  her  own  vitals,  and,  with 
al!  the  fury  of  a  fuicide,  turns  thofe  en¬ 
venomed  darts,  which  formerly  flie  had 
aimed  at  every  thing  facred  and  impor- 
t4!it,  whether  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  a- 
jainfl  her  own  perfidious  bofiim. 

from  this  account  I  think  it  will 
f:arcdy  follow,  that  fhe  can  prove  a  rival 
tf'  religion  fo  formidable  as  Philanthro- 
pos  feems  to  apprehend;  men  w’ill  learn 
at  lal>,  when  they  have  purfued  her  in 
vain  through  all  her  fubtile  doublings, 
and  intricate  mazes,  till  flic  lands  them  in 
immenfe,  gloomy,  and  cheerlefs  folitude; 
at  lad  they  will  learn,  by  fatal  experience, 
v>]iat  a  tedious  and  friiitlcfs  journey  they 
have  been  tempted,  by  this  ignis  falutis^ 
to  profecute;  at  laft  they  will  return  to 
their  right  fenfes,  to  the  arms  of  truth, 
to  the  real  dignity  and  intereft  of  their 
nitiire,  to  their  defpifed  religion,  to 
their  negledcd  God,  and  to  the  hopes 
el'  ao  eternal  and  incorruptible  inheri¬ 
tance  above. 

It  lias,  however,  long  been  my  opi¬ 
nion,  ttiat  modern  philofophy  is  not  fo 
much  the  mother,  as  the  bawd  and  apo- 
Icpift  of  infidelity :  I  cannot  imagine 
that  men  will  be  deliberately  philofo- 
phize<l  out  of  their  religion:  no;  they 
?n'e  hedoreil  by  the  flormy,  and  deluded 
by  the  gentle  paffions ;  they  are  ftimu- 
bted  by  emulation,  and  attracted  by  ex¬ 
ample,  till  they  have  proceeded  too  far 
in  vice  to  retreat :  dcfpairing,  therefore, 
to  regain  the  friendfliip  of  religion,  they 
commence  open  hoflilitles,  and  greedily 
ill  themfelves  of  every  weapon,  whe¬ 
ther  offenfivc  or  defenfive,  with  which 
I'ophiftry  can  arm  them.  In  fhort,  error 
feems  not  fo  often  to  be  the  caufe  of  vice, 
i‘!»vice  of  error;  though,  when  this  exe¬ 
crable  alliance  is  once  formed,  they  mu¬ 
tually  corrobt»rate,  aflift,  and  encourage 
one  another.  When  I  fee  any  fyftcm  of 
tnere  human  philofi^phy,  which  a  lil)c* 
t'^l  fririt,  a  found  and  unpreoccupied 
m  derfi^nding,  can,  vsrith  unviolated  in- 
t.^gr  ty,  prefer  to  the  gofpcl  difpcnfation, 
delivered  by  oar  Saviour  and  hii  A- 


pofiles,  then,  and  only  then,  will  I  pre- 
fage  eflential  danger  to  religion  from 
philofophy.  But,  befides  the  maliguant 
influence  of  falfe  wifdom,  there  arc  ^with 
regret  I  (peak  it),  there  arc  other  caiifea 
of  infidelity  dcduciblc  frc»m  the  profcl- 
fion  and  conduct  of  Chriflians  them* 
felvcs:  The  glaring  incontiftency  betw’teri 
our  principles  and  pradlicc,  w'hich  dailyr 
obfervation  difeovers,  muft  prove  an  ef- 
fciftual  Humbling  block  to  fuperficial  amt 
fluctuating  minds:  The  illiberal  fenti- 
ments,  the  bigotry,  intolleraney  and 
fanaticifm  of  fume  who  arrogate  the 
Cbriflian  name,  arc  unfpcakably  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  interefts  of  their  faith;  be- 
caufe  from  them  the  young  and  thought* 
lefs  mind  forms  the  idea  of  a  gloomy  in- 
ftitulion,  characterized  by  injunctions  of 
penance  and  maceration,  and  invefled 
with  the  terrors  of  hell.  The  unbound¬ 
ed  relaxation  from  all  controiil,  and  all 
difeipline,  in  which  it  is  faihionable  to 
bring  up  our  youth;  the  means  of  grati¬ 
fication  fo  profufely  offered  to  all  their 
paffions,  even  before  they  folicit,  are 
more  than  fufficicnt  to  fubvert  every 
•  dictate  of  reafon,  every  principle  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  confcicncc,  in  the  human' 
bread.  Hence  our  ablblute  infenfibility 
to  religious  impreffions;  hence  the  de¬ 
plorable  extinction  almoft  of  every  vir¬ 
tue,  whether  domedic  or  public,  whe¬ 
ther  civil  or  facred. 

Having  formerly  mentioned  my  fpe- 
dilations  on  the  origin  of  language  as  « 
purely  hypothetical,  and  founded  on 
probability  alone,  I  do  not  think  it  in¬ 
cumbent  on  me  to  defend  them  as  faCts; 
yet,  uplefs  they  arc  aflerted  to  be  fucb, 
they  can  never  be  confronted  with  the 
i^uthority  of  God  by  Mofes;  nor  would 
it  follow  that  the  inventors  and  indruc- 
tors  of  indrumenfal  mufic  were  likewife 
the  difeoverers  and  teachers  of  vocal 
modulation :  but,  fince  Philanthropes 
feems  to  think  it  Orange,  if  mufic  was 
the  fird  language  of  mankind,  that  no 
hiflorical  monuments  of  this  mode  of 
converfation  ihould  remain,  I  mud  beg 
leave  to  add  a  few'  obfervations  on  thief 
fiibj^.  But,  fird,  let  me  remark,  that 
it  is'  a  palpable  mifapprehenfion  of  my 
meaning  to  imagine  that  I  ruppofed  mu¬ 
fic  to  be  the  fird  language  of  mankind : 
it  feemed  only  a  gradation,  and  by  no 
means  one  of  the  earlicft  gradations  in 
the  pro^efs  of  language.  May  I  now 
be  permitted  to  alk  Pbilanthropos,  if  he 
thinks  that  any  naluralid,  whether  Chrif- 
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tUn,  Mahometan,  or  Pagan,  who,  in  any 
p.irl  of  lac  globe,  however  beneath  the 
ftiiface,  or  diftant  from  the  Ihore,  had 
found  marl  or  petrified  Ihclls,  would  hc- 
fiia'c  to  conclude,  that  the  ocean  had 
Ix  en  there,  citlier  at  the  general  deluge, 
or  by  a  local  inundation.  Or  again,  if 
be  Ihonld  find  a  vafi  track  of  country 
covered  with  bones,  would  he  fcruple  to 
pronounce  th.it  a  vafl  carnage  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  tint  place,  though  no  where 
mentioned  in  hilkory.  Now,  to  apply 
Ihefc  phoenomena  to  the  prclcnt  calc:  If 
from  tl»e  gaggling  Hottentot,  to  the  co¬ 
pious,  harmonious,  and  elegant  Tulcar. ; 
if,  from  the  harili  and  barbarous  Teuto¬ 
nic,  to  the  foft,  the  graceful,  and  fpright- 
ly  Parifian,  it  flionld  anpear,  by  almoft 
univerta’  icfiimony,  that  languages  are 
more  accented  in  proportion  as  they  are 
Irfs  articulate,  refined,  and  copious, 
would  it  nv»i  be  a  ft  rung  prefumptivc  ar¬ 
gument  in  favour  of  my  hypothetis  ;  but, 
as  that  fuppofition  is  neither  eftential  to 
the  pn  fei.t  nor  future  h.inpinefs  of  man, 
I  freely  abandon  it  to  his  arbitrary  dif- 
pofal. 

I  am  not,  however,  quite  fo  piffive 
with  refpeCl  to  his  high  nolions  of  my 
learning.  I  would  ardently  willi  to  un¬ 
deceive  him,  and  every  ore  elfc  wlio  en¬ 
tertains  the  fame  charitable  opinion. 
Heaver  grant  that  none  of  my  friends 
may  ever  regard  me  in  any  othsr  light 
tiiaii  as  a  common  indivitlual  of  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies,  whoearneftly  defires,  within 
h’S  little  fphere,  to  glorify  his  God,  or  to 
albll  his  n-  ighbour  according  to  the 
powers  and  opportunities  indulged  him. 
\\’’onders  and  raree-ftiows  arc  generally 
conltinpl.iled  with  dilpofitions  which  I 
fliould  never  chide  to  infpire.  To  me, 
indeed,  it  feems  equally  eligible  to  be 
eftermed  a  poitcnt  as  a  prodigy;  and, 
thinks  to  my  paneg>rift8,  both  thell* 
compliments  have  in  lo  many  words 
been  paid  me.  1  have  now,  as  may  be 
hoped,  ferved  more  than  two- thirds  of 
my  quarantine  in  this  world,  without 
ftrenuoufly  endeavouring  either  to  pro- 
Toke  its  cenfure  or  conciliate  its  ap- 
plaufc;  yet  enough  in  all  confcience, 
enough  have  I  ex;Kricnced  of  both,  to 
feel  the  injufticc  of  the  former,  and  the 
infigniftcance  of  the  latter. 

It  has  already  l>een  faid,  that  my  reliOi 
even  for  the  effufion  of  ink 'in  literary 
fkirmilhes  is  ret  high:  if,  therefore, 
Philanihropos  chufc*  lo  renew  the  war, 
I  promife  from  henceforth  to  leave  him 


abfolutc  m after  of  the  field  ;  and  am,  for 
the  lafl  time  ifpon  this  fubjeft,  his  and 
your  motk  humble  fervant, 

Thomas  Blacklock. 
Edinburgh^  April  36.  1775. 
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0  Lord,  honv  great  are  thy  nvorks  ? 
and  thy  thoughts  are  very  deep* 
The  things  of  God  kno*wetb  no 


man* 


SIR. 

I  AM  perfuaded  Philanthropos^  in  his 
Stri flares  upon  the  Origin  and 
Prog  rtfs  of  Language*  would  have 
faid  more  upon— “  The  IPord  was  God  i 
‘  which,  to  me  at  ieaft,  diHfs  not  convey 
S  any  meaning  at  ail,  5(c.”  P.  7.  of  that 
treat ile,  had  he  nut  been  afraid  to  have 
taken  up  too  much  of  your  Magazine; 
for  the  allegorizing  author  makes  the 
revealed  will  of  God  of  none  effect,  thro* 
his  vain  unmeaning  philofophy,  and  is 
fur  rtdnciiig  the  above  expreftion  to 
downright  nonfenfe,  becaufe,  forfoolh, 
he  can  ha^e  no  idea  of  it.  It  is  hoped 
this  geniltman  believes  in  a  God ;  and, 
if  <0,  then  ht  muft  believe  in  his  eternity 
a  priori*  as  well  as  a  pojieriori*  Now, 
what  idea  has  he  of  an  eternity  a  pri^ 
ori*  or  indeed  of  eternity  at  all?  and 
yet  he  believes  it,  I  prefume.*  There  ar^ 
m^ny  myfteiies  in  the  nature  of  G$d^ 
which  exceed  our  poor  ftinlcd  under- 
ftanding,  and  yet  we  acknowledge  them. 
A  fiift  caiife  without  a  beginning!  A 
being  which  neither  made  ittclf,  nor  was 
made  by  any  other  !  Infinite  without 
extenfiun  !  In  every  place,  yet  circuro- 
ferihed  in  no  place  !  Eternal  and  perpe¬ 
tually  cxiftine,  without  any  fuccclBon  of 
time;  no  pajl  nor /ir/wr^ with  him, as  a 
ihouj'and  years  are  in  his  fight  but  as 
yejlerday  ! 

I  know'  that  the  notion  of  God*s  eter* 
riity*  which  fuppofes  it  to  confift  in  one 
indivijihle  point*  or  everlajling  iVr- 
Ji ant*  co-exment  with  all  the  periods  of 
time,  has  plain  irconfiftencies  in  it  in  our 
poor  apprehenfion ;  for  which  it  is  now 
generally  rejeded;  aud  yet  the  other 
notion  of  bis  eternity*  which  fuppofes  it 
to  be  a  fuccejfive  duration*  carries  in  it 
inftperahle  difficulties ;  for  a  fucccflioil 
of  lime  implies  of  necetfity  a  JirJl  mo¬ 
ment,  or  part  cf  time  prior  to  the  reft. 
Wc  cannot  conceive  the  one  feparatcl|^ 
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from  the  other;  and  a  firfl  moment  im-  and  yet  what  idea  has  he  of  this  union 
plje.^  a  beginning,  which  is  inconfiftent  We  fay  that  the  foul  is  all  in  all,  and  al( 
with  eternity  i  to  (tinted  is  our  poor  in  every  part  of  the  body;  yet  that  the 
knowled^'c  of  God.  .  When  we  only  at-  foul  i»j  neither  multiplied  nor  divided 
tempt  t«)  conceive,  or  explain  an  eternal  among  the  Icveral  parts  of  the  body.  It 
fjii  duration^  how  is  our  attempt  is  impodihlc  fi>r  us  cither  to  explain  this, 
bilBctl  ?  how  are  wd  immediately  loft  or  to  deny  it ;  for  we  feel  it  to  be  fo, 
ami  bewildered  ?  The  more  we  think  though  the  nature  of  it  is  wholly  incou- 
upon  the  fiibjc(ft,  the  more  amazing  it  ceivable  to  us.  Again, 
grows  upon  us !  For,  ^  As  to  the  nature  of  trees,  flowers^ 

“  Canft  thou  by  fearching  find  out  plants,  &c.  we  find  by  experience  fucl\ 

I  ‘  God  ?  Canft  thou  find  out  the  Almigh-  effects  and  virtues  in  them,  but  we  know 
I  ‘  ty  to  perfection  ?  It  is  as  high  as  hea-  not  the  nature  or  eflcnce  of  them,  no^ 

I  ‘  ven,  what  canft  thou  do  ?  deeper  than  not  of  a  pile  of  grafs,  why  of  that  colour, 

‘  hdl,  what  canft  thou  know?  The  lhape,  or  virtue.  How  then  can  we 
‘  mrafurc  thereof  is  longer  than  the  know  what  the  .nature  of  God  is?  Or 
*  r.arth,  and  broader  than  the  fea.”  can  we  fay  it  is  not  rightly  revealed  to 

Miny  other  fuch  unexplainable,  unin-  us  in  the  holy  feriptures?  Do  we  know 
telligible,  incomprehenlible  myfterics  of  what  compofition  our  own  fouls  arc 
ih-re  are,  w'hich  yet  hinder  not  our  be-  made?  or  how  they  can  aCt  within  us?’ 

1  {  f  of  a  God ;  and  therefore,  not  lacing  Do  we  know  any  thing  a^all  of  the  foul 
able  fully  and  clearly  to  explain  the  na^  but  by  the  effeCts?  We  know  we  think; 
turc  of  GodyC^nhe  no  realon  for  us  to  therefore  do  we  conclude  wc  have  a. 

or  wrangle  about  fuch  revelation  foul;  but  what  that  foul  is  in  itfelf  wc 
a>  GoJ  ha.  been  pleafed  to  give  us  of  know  not.  Yet  vain  man  nvould  be 
himlVlf;  out*  adorable  myftery  of  w'bich  nvife  above  what  is  written,  though  man 
this  expreffion,  The  iVora  nvaf  God^  be  born  as  a  nuild  afs* s  colt^  and  will 
which  this  fubtile  author  will  not  believe,  he  afpiring  at  knowing  the  nature  of 
bjcaufe,  in  his  poor  apprthcnfion,  it  God! — Revelation  has  told  me  that  Me 
Joss  not  convey  any  meaning  at  all.  Logos  Cro^/,  therefore  do  I  believe 

The  nature  or  clfcnce  of  God  is  fuch,  as  it. 

that  I  may  fay  wc  are  totally  ignorant  of  Perhaps  fomc  may  bc^apt  to  fay  that  I 
it.  It  is  a  light  in.'.cceftible  to  us.  We  am  againft  ftudving  nature  in  any  (hape. 
k 'ow  nothing  of  it  at  all ;  and  therefore  Far  from  it.  But  I  am  for  ftudying  na^ 
without  blafphemy,  charge  un-  ture  with  all  humility  and  fclf-abafc- 
vicaningnefs  or  contradidion  in  the  ment,  and  not  for  foaring  aloft  beyond 
rcvcl.ttion  that  is  given  of  it  to  us.  c'.ir  reach.  Wc  ought  to  move  within 

This  may  be  clearly  iiluftrated  by  a  circumferibed  botinds,  and  not  pretend 
fsmiiiar  example.  If  we  look  dircdlly  to  grafp  injinity  in  our  (hallow  compre-  * 
lipon  the  fun  in  its  ftrength,  we  fee  no-  henfion;  for  nature,  wifely  confidered,  . 
thing  at  all*;  it  ftrikes  us  blind:  but,  if  and  rightly  underftood,  is  the  hand*  maid  ‘ 
we  turn  our  backs,  wc  difeern  the  light  and  fervant  of  grace;  and  philofopky, 
tbst  comes  from  it.  The  attributes  of  properly  conducted,  prepares  the  way  to 
God  are  the  rays  of  the  fun,  but  his  na-  found  faith,  and  intrmiuceci  ns  into  the 
lure  is  the  fun  itfelf.  We  cannot  look  amiable  prefcncc  of  true  religion  and 
tiwn  it.  To  us  it  is  utter  darknefs,  undefiled;  but,  to  ftudy  without 

through  the  cxcefs  of  the  light.  We  regarding  the  Creator^  is  the  greateft  ' 
tan  difeern  nothing  at  all  in  it,  or  fay  it  folly,  and  in  fome  hands  becomes  down- 
i'  tluis  or  thus,  or  that  this  or  that  is  «/i-  right  frenzy,  improved  into  poifon  when  . 
"•"•oaning  in,  or  contradidory  to  it.  publifhed  t<i  the  world.  Tnic  wifdom 
B  it,  confifts  in  contemplating  the  Creator  in 

Ala<^ !  how  little  do  wc  know  of  our  his  work.«:  for  wc  know  not  the  nature  ' 
ti'vn  nature  ?  We  know  it  only  by  the  of  any  thing  under  the  fun  but  a  p^e» 
tflTcds  and  the  qualities  wc  find  in  our-  riori,  by  guefiing  at  it  from  the  ef^s 
(cIvcB :  but  what  it  is  in  itfelf  we  cannot  we  fee  it  produce.  Our  knowledge  here 
tdl:  we  arc  exceedingly  in  t^e  dark.  is  nothing  but  ohfervation. 

It  is  hoped  this  gentleman  believes  he  How  b^utifully  is  all  thisexprefled  (n 
cotripolcd  of  a  foul  and  a  bf)dy.  There  that  excellent,  though  apocryphal  book  of 
n  nhing  more  intimate  to  him  than  ThelVifdomofSiolomon — *'Hardlydowe 
union  between  hU  foul  and  hiibcxly ;  *  gocfoarightattbtngsdiatarcttpoocartbf 
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education  of  ihclr  children^  and,  inftead 
of  initiating  them  in  all  the  mifimtite  of 
high  life,  would  teach  them  to  write 
and  fpcak  their  mother-tongue.  Let  me 
aflurc  them,  that  a  liberal  education  is  of 
much  more  lervicc  to  tncir  fons  that  any 
thing  elfe  they  can  bellow.  Whoever  is 
polTclTcd  of  it  is  always  cfteemed  and  re- 
lpe<^ted  where-ever  he  goes.  No  fooner 
is  it  attained  than  a  fund  of  knowledge 
immediately  commences:  genius  ripens 
into  pcrfedion,  while  the  narrow  and 
contracted  principles,  incident  to  igno¬ 
rance  and  ftnpidity,  are  almoft  inllanta* 
neoully  laid  afide.  Such  a  perfon  as  this 
will  always  rifeiuperior  to  the  generali¬ 
ty  of  mankind;  his  company  will  be 
courted  by  men  of  fenfc  and  abilities; 
and  fliould  he  even  be  deprived  of  riches 
and  power,  he  has  (till  a  large  field  open 
to  him  from  which  he  can  always  reap  real 
and  fubftantial  happinefs.  But  laying  a- 
hde  the  higher  parts  of  education,  let  us 
dclccnd  to  that  common  to  all.  J  dare 
fay  the  greateft  macaroni  of  the  age,  or 
even  the  lowed  (hop- keeper  in  London, 
v^ould  be  very  much  offended  fhould 
any  perfon  tell  him  he  could  neither 
read  nor  write;  nay,  1  queftion  much 
how  fafe  it  would  be  to  accufc  the  for¬ 
mer  of  being  ignorant  of  drefs,  or  the 
latter  of  the  conditution  of  his  country. 
Tell  the  fame  men  that  they  do  not  un- 
deidand  Englilh,  that  they  talk  contra¬ 
ry  to  grammar  or  common  fenfe,  they 
will  laugh  at  you  for  a  pedant ;  acquaint 
you  with  an  air  of  confidence  that  they 
have  been  all  their  lives  in  the  metr(»po- 
lis,  and  arc  not  to  learn  Englifli  now; 
and  while  they  remain  blind  to  their 
own  ignorance,  continue  to  ridicule  the 
language  of  others. 

The  adonidiing  increafe  of  luxury  and 
dinfipation,  for  fome  years  pad,  has  not 
only  banidied  education  and  learning 
from  this  city,  but  fent  genius  and’raffe 
a  begging  to  the  barren  hills  of  Scotland.  , 
What  a  lhamc  it  it  for  England,  lately 
the  feat  of  learning  and  the  Mules,  svho, 
hut  yederday  I  may  fay,  could  boad  of 
the  greated  men  of  the  age,  and  who, 
on  that  account,  commanded  the  efteem 
and  veneration  of  all  Europe;  what  a 
fi^ame  is  it  for  her,  I  fiy^  to  be  eclipfed 
in  almod  every  branch  of  literature,  by 
n^en  who  formerly  were  remarkable  tor  . 
nothing  but  war  and  ferocity  !  To  ice  a 


Amusement: 

Home  ind*  n  Robertibn  unequalled  in 
hidory,  a  Wedderburne  unrivalled  in 
oratory,  a  Maiiitfield  in  law;  the  city  of 
Edinburgh  retorted  to  from  every  corner 
of  bis  majedy's  domini>  ns  a-  the  feat  of 
tadc  and  of  learning,  wr.ile  in  England 
the  only  arts  that  are  cultivated  vvitli 
care,  art  licentious  liberty,  luxury,  and 
confufion  !  Is  it  not  lhameful  as  well  as 
adoniihing,  that,  in  the  whole  Englllli 
nation,  there  is  not  a  fingle  man  poneft 
fed  of  as  much  geniuf-  as  to  furnifh 
with  a  tragedy  ?  and  that  thofc  we  h^vc 
Been  fupplied  with,  for  many  years  pad* 
have  been  the  production  of  a  Murphy 
and  a  Home  !~And  thefe  are  the  mert 
you  ridicule,  my  friends ;  thefe  are  the 
people  you  endeavour  to  laugh  to  fcarn 
for  their  ignorance  of  your  language^ 
Poor  deluded  mortals  !  you  arc  your- 
felvcs  the  objcCls,  not  only  of  ridicule* 
but  of  contempt.  While '  you  continufe 
to  riot  in  extravagance,  to  roar  a^)ut 
Wilkes  and  Liberty  like  fo  many  Bedla* 
‘mites,  to  prcicnt  remondrances  to.jhc 
throne  equally  arrogant  and  ridiculous* 
and  to  rail  Againd  your  king  and  parlia* 
ment  for  defpifing  the  murmtini  of  fac¬ 
tion  and  dupidity,  you  ncgleCl  what*  is 
prudent  and  indifpenfible.  fink  .daily  la 
the  edeem  of  your  ncightmiirs,  and  be* 
come  the  laughing-dix:k  of  all  Etirope. 

Perhaps  the  bluntnefs  of  thefe  rejec¬ 
tions  may  induce  you  to  coticlude,  that 
.they  flow  from  the  pen  (»f  rancour  qr 
malice ;  it  is  quite  the  reverfe,  I  can  affurc 
you.  The  fubjed  has  indeed  warmed 
me,  nor  am  I  alhamed  to  own  it.  One 
who  has  the  good  of  his  country  at 
heart,  can  never  talk  coldly  upon  what 
he  thinks  concerns  ks  intcreft.  If  Bftve 
long  obferved,  with  concern,  what  I  have 
I’.cre  attempted  to  expofe.  It  has,  iur 
deed,  often  vexed  and  furprifed  me  fo 
fee  the  antient  genius  of  England  fink 
under  luxury  and  licetitioiifnefs,  whi)e 
that  of  other  kingdoms  feemed  daily  to 
rife.  What  the  confcquencc  will  be,  if 
a  change  does  not  foon  take  place,  I  lhall 
leave  to  the  determination  of  the  learn¬ 
ed.  As  a  friend  to  literature,  and  to 
my  country,  1  have  dtme  mv  duty.  If 
what  I  have  faid'dlfpleafes,  I  am  fbrry 
for  it ;  if  it  tendv  to  prcrniote  reforma« 
tion,  1  fliall  cftceip  myfelf  happy.  ^ 
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Trip MPH  »f  Oewius.  J^arlhtd  to 
Dr  a - . 

By  J.  Tait. 

Retir’d  from  mortals,  where  a  lonely 
Ifream 

u’er  broken  fragments  roll'd  its  ample 
wave ; 

Where  woo<ls,  impervious  to  the  morning 
l>cam , 

Conccul'd  the  antient  duellings  of  the 
*  '  brave. 

Beneath  the  covert  of  a  nodding  towV, 

‘  Where  favage  ruin  mark’d  her  dcRin’d 
,  fpoil. 

The  blaie  of  glory,  and  the  beam  of  pow’r, 
Dilplay’d  tii  <Scnws  cf  io€  Britijb  ijU, 

With  penfive  look  live  view’d  tlic  folemn 
i'cene; 

Contending  pafTions  fir’d  her  gentle  foul  j 
Triumphant  plcafnrp  mix’d  with  Iccret  pain, 

'  And  oft  unbid  the  tear  of  forrow  (lulc. 

’I'hus  while  (he  flood,  in  rapt’rous  notes  flie 
fjK)kc, 

**  Ves,  thtfc  were  glories  in  the'  days  oi' 
yore  ; 

^lerc  liv’<l  my  Tons,  who  Icorn’d  the  lert'ile 

And  pour’d  their  vengeance  on  the  hullite 
fliore.  *  . 

What  tho* their  bolbms  fwell’d  w  ith  dauntlefs 
might. 

And  martial  fpleodor  fpread  her  trophies 
round : 

Tho’  once  they  thundei’d  thro*  the  hottcA 
fight.  • 

By  conquclc  favour’d,  and  by  fame  re* 
nown’dl 

The  £end  Oh^vitm  buries  all  their  deeds. 

And  plucks  from  merit’s  brow  tire  laurel 
crown ; 

While  Dcfiifatiott  fpreads  her  baneful  weeds 
Around  thefe  antient  halls  of  grey  renowm. 

Here  birds  of  difeord  court  the  mournful  gale. 
Thro’  broken  fragments  iighiqg  fad  and 
low  ; 

Eierethe  loud  (hrieks  of  ow  U  and  hats  prevail 
Where  friendlhip’s  Iwcetcll  *  notes  were 
wont  to  how. 

Oft  in  thefe  halls  has  blooming  form 

Ap^Kar’d  in  Nature's  artiei's  charms  ar¬ 
ray’d  : 

0(f  has  the  i<x>th’d  the  labours  of  the  florm, 
When  martial  horror  all  her  wounds  dil* 
pUy'd. 


Bur  ah  !  how  chang’d !— no  virgin  now  ap* 
pears. 

Whole  chearful  fniilcs  might  pleaft  the  ro-' 
ving  eye : 

Their  names  arc  loll,  nor  (hall  fucxreeding 
years 

One  broken  trophy  of  their  charms  fupply. 

Thus  all  the  fplendors  of  dcflnrfHve  war 
With  filtnt  pace  unheeded  pafs  away ; 

Thus  fade  the  trophies  of  the  vidtoris  car,  i 
And  thus  mull  beauty’s  pleating  forms  do* 
cay. 

/ 

0 

But  blcfl  arc  thofe  whom  Fancy* s  living  fire 
'I’oglorj’s  Iccnes  with  pow’rful  bla^c  im* 
pclU; 

Whofc  flying  fingers  touch  the  (acred  l^rc, 
Where  inlpiration’s  genial  current  fxrclis, 

Blcfl  be  my  (ons!  the  fav’rites  of  the  Miifc,  * 

'  Whofc  rapt’rous  llraiiis  incrcafe  iny  growfc- 
ing  fame. 

Who  thro’  the  bread  can  joy  or  grief  diflufe. 
And  touch  the  ibul  witn  each  congeni^ 
flame. 

Thefe  can  the  hero’s  noblcfl  deeds  improve. 
And  to  his  name  a  deathlefs  luflrc  give; 
I'hefe  mount  the  chariot  with  the  Queen  (iX 

1.0  VC,  ’ 

Sweep  o’er  tlic  firings,  and  bid, her  vot’rks 
.  Lve; 

Thefe  can  the  tempefl’s  rapid  whirl  defy* 

*  ConvuUing  nature  with  tremenduouspow’r. 
Safe  in  the  regions  of  a  faiicr  Iky,  •  ^  . 

Where  Bnvy  s  lhadcs  malicious  never  lowr. 

* 

Thus  G  R  K  I  u  s  triumphs,  thus  the  Mufe’s 
Ihriue, 

Sacred  to  fcirnce,  mocks  the’ rage  of  time; 

Aiul  thus  my  U - ,  favour’d  by  the  nine. 

In  glory’s  burning  car  fnall  foar  fbblime.'’ 
K'rw‘Edinhr^,  A^l  a 6. 

O  D  E  /o  the  BEE. 

ERDS,  b!yih(bmc  tunc"yrur  canty  reed»» 
And  welcome  to  the  gow'tny  meads 
'1  Lc  pride  o’  a’  the  infcil  thrang, 

A  (Iran per  to  the  green  iae  king., 

Vnfald  ilk  bufs  and  ilka  brier, 

'l*he  bounties  o’  the  glcefomc  year, 

I'o  him  whafe  voice  delights  the  fpriog, 
Whafe  loughs  the  faftell  Uumbers  bring. 

The  trees  in  fimmer-eJeething  drcll. 

The  hillocks  in  their  greeneft  veil, 

The  braw'cll  flow’rs  rejoic’d  »c  fee,  ^ 

Difclofc  their  fwcels,  and  ca*  on  thee, 

Hlyihly  to  Ikim  on  wanton  w’in^  * 

Thro’  a’  the  fairy  haunts  of  fpnng. 

Whan  fields  ha’e  got  their  dewy  gift,  «* 
And  daw'nin  breaks  upo*  the  lift. 

Then  gang  Yc’rc  uni's  thro’  bight  and  hovr^  ' 
Seek  uUicr  tavgb  or/uuny  laow. 


For  which  both  old  tnd  yoiuig  alike  run  mad  f 
To  which,  in  proflratc  adonuion,  bow 
The  rich,  the  poor,  the  monarch  and  the 
flavc; 

The  vain,  the  gay— No  wonder :  but  with 
theiii 

The  men  deem’d  wife,— the  grave  and  the 
devout ; 

Ilow  all  go  down  the  dream  of  human  va- 
nity. 

On  frolics  bent— foolifh  cudom  aw'd! 

O  in  what  wild  infatuating  dream 
Are  mankind  lod  ?  iu  what  deep  error 
plung’d  ? 

How  vain  the  all  they  think,  the  aU  they  fay. 
The  all  they  do:— My  heart  detefts  the 
whole. 

What  here' is  worth  a  thought;  what  can 
deferve 

Th’  attention  of  a  rational  an  hour? 

Men  are  but  children  of  a  larger  growth  $ 
Things  full  as  trifling  do  their  days  employ  : 
I  fee  them  grafping  at  the  fleeting  (hadows, 
Which,  like  the*  gaudy  rain-bow,  mock  the 
touch : 

I  fee  them  fporting  with  the  air-blown  bubbles^ 
And  build  their  hopes  like  cadlcs  in  the  air, 
Which  cv’ry  little  rifing  puff  o’erthrows. 

O  how  I  jficken  at  this  empty  world. 
Where  milery  and  difappointment  reign. 
Where  wickednefs  infernal  takes  the  mafle 
f)f  hcav’nlv  Virtue,*— Sincerity  a  cheat : 
Where  dill  fome  rer})«nt  netHcs  in  the  rofc, 
Hypocrify  Religion ;  Virtue  Cunning ; 

Judice  Self-intered  ;  Friendlhip  but  a  namf  / 
And  Kindnefs  nought  but  hollow-hearted 
Flattery.  Philanoorb^ 


Or  ivy’d  crofj  or  hurnhank  Irae^  ' 

Wliarc  inJudry  fliall  bid  ye  gae. 

For  1  incy  or  for  waxen  dore. 

To  ding  fad  poortith  frac  your  door.  i 

Cou'd  fccklcfs  creature,  man,  be  wife, 

'I'i.c  iimnicr  o’  hU  life  to  prize. 

In  winter  he  might  fend  fu’  bald, 
ti!d  upkend  to  nippin  cald, 

\wt  thir,  alas !  arc  antrin  hick  ‘ 

'Hk’I  lade  their fcaj  e  wi’  winter  dock. 

Auid  age  maiil  fcckly  glow  rs  right  dour 
I  po’  the  ailings  of  the  poor, 

Vha  hope  for  nac  comforting,  fave 
'I'hat  dowic  difroal  houfe,  the  grave. 

hen  feeble  man,  be  wife,  take  tent 
}iow  indiiliry  can  fetch  content : 
hcliad  the  bees  whare’er  they  wing. 

Or  tliro’  the  bonny  bovy’rs  of  fpring, 

Wh.irc  vi’lets  or  whare  rofes  blaw, 

And  Idler  dew-diaps  nightly  fa’, 

Or  \\han  on  open  bent  they’re  feen, 

On  Icthcr-bell  or  thrijfU  green ;  • 

'I'hc  hincy's  ddl  as  fwcet  ihat-^ws 
Fntc  i bridle  cald  or  kendiiog  rofe.  ^ 

i  I'Hcthis  the  human  race  ntay  learn 
Refieetion’s  hiney’d  draps  to  earn, 

IV  hit  her  they  tramp  life’s  thorny  way, 

Or  thro’  the  funny  vineyard  dray. 

I  idruflive  hce  !  attend  me  dill. 

O'er  a’  my  labours  fey  your  Ikill : 

1  or  thre  mail  hincy-iuckles  rife. 

With  lading  to  your  bufy  thighs, 

And  ilka  Ibruh  furround  my  cell, 

V/hurcon  ye  like  to  hum  and  dwell : 

My  trees  in  bourachs  o’er  my  ground 
Miall  fend  yc  frac  ilk  biad  o’  wind; 

Nor  e’er  Hiall  herd,  wi’  ruthlefs  fpike, 
out  the  treafnres  fiae  your  bike, 
hat  in  my  fence  he  fafe,  and  free 
To  live,  and  work,  and  fing  like  me. 

inkc  thee,  by  fancy  wind’d,  llie  Mufe 
ScuJ>  car’  and  hcarifonie  o  cr  the  dews, 

I'll’  vogic,  and  fu’  blyth  to  crap* 

*]'hc  v.infomc  fiow’rs  frae  Nature’s  lap, 
Twining  her  living  garlands  there, 

*i’|ut  lyart  time  can  ne’er  impair. 

'  R.  FeRGUS8«N 
Kaft-hothian, "} 
x6,  tJTi.  i 


OVCE  on  a  tim^,  no  matter  when. 
Nor  under  what  a  king; 
but  fo  it  was,  in  yonder  wo^ 

An  Owl  began  to  fing. 

With  phiz  fo  grave,  and  Whoop  fo  loud, 
He  made  a  learned  din. 

And  all  the  burden  of  his  fong 
Was,  0  the  li^ht  ivkhin, 

*'  This  inward  light,  this  nameledf  things 
**  Is  all  and  allto  me^: 

**  By  it  I  know,  and  judge,  and  ad, 

**  Nor  would  I  wiUi  to  fee. 


yhe  Misanthrope’s  Soliloquy. 

Hail,  friendly  (hades!  fequefter’d  grovw 
and  woods; 

*  ai  from  th’  ahhorr’d  focicty  of  min, 

And  woman  too.— Impertinence  and  noiic! 
*l'o  you  I  fly,  in  filence  undiilurb’d. 

To  ;}oiir  my  plaintive  moan,  give  thoughts  a 
vent. 

Embroil’d  in  dorm,  tad  fweU’d  with  high 
difdain. 

To  cafe  the  tumult  of  my  hemviog  braad, 

And  gi?c  the  big,  o’erflowing  licart  relief. 
What  does  £is  world  adbrd,  this  idol 
*w»rld, 


What  blockheads  call  external  guidca 
**  I’fn  wifer  far  without ; 

And  had  1  eyes  as  others  have, 

**  I’d  furcly  pluck  them  nut. 

No  foreign  help  do  I  require 
“  To  guide  my  flights  of  youth  | 

For  common  ittSt  is  all  1  need 
•*  To  lead  me  into  truth. 
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••  When  in  rdf-cogkattnn  wrapt 
**  1  uTc  my  iniutCt 
*Tis  then  1  fcarch  th’  eternal  lawf 
**  Of  nature  aud  of  fate. 

Your  outward  light  may  be  of  ufe 
**  To  yonder  herd  of  fool»; 

The  light  within  u  what  dirc^ 
Philolophcrs  and  owU.** 

An  Ai'fi,  w  hu  long  had  been  his  frieodf 
Pricks  up  his  Lathern  ears. 

And,  gaping,  i'wallows  cvVy  note 
Like  muiic  of  thclphcrcs. 

5'o  fw’cct  a  fong,  fo  wond’rous  Tweet ! 
“  Was  c\cr  Tuch  a  drain ! 


The  R  E 

attifuJ  Copy  of  j  Letter  from 
John  Wilkes,  F.fq ;  to  tht  ri^ ht 
.  S/r  1'li.tc  -  er  Norton,  Knt, 

.  Speaker  oj  the  Houfe ,<^f  Commons* 

Princess  Courts  ^prit  ao.  1773. 
S  1  U,  . 

N  pni  iiunce  of  your  orders  to  the  (her 
iiR’uf  MiddleleXj.on  the  7th  of  this 
luuiHh,  to  fuminon  the rtprcfenlatives  of 
Ihis  county,  1  have  received  a  letter  from 
|<ichaid. Oliver,,  Efq;  and  Sir  ,Watkiu 
XewcN,'  Tequiriug*  nty  attendance  in 

*  the  houie  <»f  commons,  on  the  a6th 

*  day  of  this  indarit  Apfil»”  with  a  dc* 
clarailon,  “  that  the  honic  of  commons 

*  intei^d  to  proceed  with  the  utm(»ft  fc- 

*  verily  againft  Inch  of  their  members  as 
‘  lhall  then  neglect  to  attend  the  lervicc 
.*  of  the  houfe.”  • 

Tlie  two  gentlemen,  Sir,  as  well  as  e- 
veryman  of  fe'nfe  and  piineiple  in  the 
kin^dimt,  c«>uW  not  entertain  a  doubt, 
Iim!  ihe  legnf  member};, tor  Middlcle'x 
Vtre  Glynn  and  mylelf,  the  perfons 
who  were  chofen  into, parliament  by  a 
inajciity  cf  the  fictdioUleis.  The  fum- 
nfe^  ,in  confciiuence  iiTned  to  us  by 
their  exi»iei'biUu>^>ion«.  The  lentiments, 
Lowevtr,  (-f  the  houie  of  commons. ap- 
j>ear’to  me  very  different,  and  not  leTs 
111  diredt  opp.dilioo  to  every  idea  of  juf- 
tice,  than- to  the  rghta  of  the  people. 
It  is  too  evident,  they  mean  a  cuntinua- 
tian  of  thcir.foimcr  injuries  to  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Midiiikrcx,  and  the  nation  at  large, 
by  lhi.it  Hill  luficring  Mr  Lnttercl  to  fit 
III  paiTunient,  the  pretended  reprefen- 
(itiir  of  ftcchuldcrd  who  voted  agaieft 
« 


“  And  O!  my  dearefi  doOor  Owl,  1 

“  Repeat  k  o’er  again.'* 

Charm’d  with  the  fi>und  of  booby's  praiic 
The  felf-taught  fage  agrees, 

And  makes  additions  here  and  there, 

A  Tecond'time  to  pleafe. 

Then  o'er  and  o’er,  like  minfirels  meet. 
They  both  in  concert  a£t; 

And  what  the  one  demurely  liogs. 

The  other  echoes  back. 

And  now  the  Afs  is'qualiiied 
I’o  play  the  teacher’s  part. 

Till  ev’ry  als  in  yonder  wood 

•  Has  got  the  fong  by  heart.  ’ 


VIEW. 

him.  In  this  fpirit  of  injufticc  they  in¬ 
tended'  the  fnmmons  Oiould  ilTue  to  a 
gentleman,  who  has  no  pretence  to  a 
feat  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  but  finds 
his  ufurpation  I'upportcd  by  their  fraud 
and  violence. 

1  have  not  been  remifs,  Sir,  on  this 
occafton  in  my  duty  to  my  worthy  confti- 
tuents,  and  tb  my  country.  I  ncgle^ed 
no  opportunity  of  demanding  the  feat, 
to  which  ']- was  fo  honourably  chofen  * 
luir  have  I  failed  to  protcll  ircqiientiy, 
b<ith  to  the  parliament  and  nation,  agaiiift 
this  injnftice  done  to  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  as*  being  fuf* 
fered  to  he  reprefented  only  in  part  by 
Mr  Glynn,  although  with  the  higheft  rc-^  ' 
putation  to  bimfelf,  and  the  eflVa- 
tial  benefit  to  the  public.  On  the  17th 
of  January  1769,  1  demanded  in  periuiit 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  to 
,bc  admitted  and  fworn  in,  as  one  of  the 
knights  of  the  fiiirc  for  this  county.  In 
a  letter  to  you,’  Sir,  as  fpeaker,  on  tht 
Zvth.uf  March  1771,  I  declared,  “  In 

*  the  name  of  the  fieehulders  of  Middle- 
‘  fex,  I  again  demand  my  feat  in  parlia- 
‘  ment,  having  the  honour  of  being  free* 

‘  ly  chofen  by  a  very  great  majority,  one 

of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  faid 
.*  county.  .  1  am  ready  to  take  the  oaths 
‘  prcfcrihed  by  law,  and  to  give  in  naj 

*  qualification  as  knight  of  the  (hirr.^ 

I  now  to  you,  Sir,  as  q»eaker,  renew  the 
fame  claim  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  foV 
the  injured  people  of  England,  and  oiy 
conftituents  the  freeholders  of  lbec*  yn-. 
’ty  cf  Middkfcx.  ‘  1  will  never  ceafii  to 
fuppoit  with  fpirit  the  c^car^  right  I 
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rl?e  from  them  by  alt  conftitutional 
modes  of  redrefs,  till  every  the  m*»ft  m»- 
nute  trace  of  the  htc  flagitious  proceed¬ 
ings  be  utterly  done  away,  and  the  guilt 
fully  expiated. 

The  people,  Sir,  arc  anxious  that  the 
houfc  (hould  embrace  the  opportunity, 
which  now  naturally  offers,  of  review¬ 
ing  their  conduft,  of  doing  a  neceifary 
piece  of  jullice,  by  refeinding  that  arbi¬ 
trary  refolution  of  May  Sth  1769,  which 
virtually  repeals  tht:  ^reat  charter  and 
the  hill  of  rights  in  the  important  point 
of  the  freedom  of  election,  “  that  Hcn- 
‘  ry  Lawes  Lutterel,  Efq;  is  duly  ele6f~ 

*  cd  a  knight  of  the  Ihtre  for  the  county 

*  of  Mididlcfex.**  While  this  refolutiou 
remains  in  the  journals  of  the  houfe,  I 
alfcrt  that  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the 
peribn  of  one  man,  illegally  deprived  of 
his  feat  in  parliament,  have  disfranchifed 
all  the  'people  of  England,  and  in  the 
perfon  of  another  have  aflumed  to  them- 
felves  the  right  of  nominating  to  any 
county,  city,  or  borough,  in  defiance  of 
the  legal  jeledors.  The  right  of  eledion 
is  in  the  people,  which  they  hold  abfo- 
lutely  independent  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  who  are  only  the  guardians  of 
that,  and  every  other  lefs  facred  right. 
The  prefent  majority  have  betrayed  their 
truft,  and  given  up  thofe  invaluable  pri¬ 
vileges,  which  they  were  chofen  to  de¬ 
fend  and  protedt.  *  Our  anceflors  held  the 
freedom  of  eledtion,  fubjedl  only  to  the 
law  of  the  land,  to  be  of  the  eflence,  as 
well  as  the  nobler  part,  of  the  franchife. 
Their  poftcrity  have  b^n  robbed  of  this 
firft,  this  diitingnifhing  and  favourite  ho¬ 
nour  of  EngKihmen  by  a  venal  fenate — 
hitherto  with  impunity.'  *  > 

It  is  fcarcely  |>o(nble  to  imagine  a  pre¬ 
cedent  more  fatal  to  the  fret  conflitut ion 
of  any  flate,  or  more  alarming  to  the 
memlWrs  themfeives,  who,  indulging  in 
lupine  eafe  and  luxury,  amid  the  cries 
of  the  flarviog  poor,  unfeeling  as  unre- 
penting,  now  glory  in  the  rich  fpoUt  of 
this  ignoble  vi^ory  over  their  bleeding 
country,  and  perhaps  their  poftcrity.  I 
wiih  to  awaken  them  by  a  fenfe  of  their 
own  danger,  fince  they  arc  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  truth  and  liberty.  Should  the 
refolution  I  have  mentioned  not  be  re- 
Icinded,  the  precedent  is  at  hand  to  juf- 
tify  the  future  violence  of  any  minion  or 
minifler  againft  themfclves,  on  the  flight¬ 
ed  adt  of  dif  obedience  or  nr^ledt.  It  is 
not  neceflary  to  call  in  a  jury  of  our 
'^ouotryxnto  to  try  the  fadt  on  oatb*  A 


complsifant  and  corrupt  majority  maf 
be  induced,  after  a  mock  examination  of 
two  or  three  witnefles  not  fworn,  to  vote 
any  man,  obnoxious  to  a  defpotic  court 
or  miniftry,  guilty  of  a  libel,  even  a* 
gainft  a  profligate  peer,  tp  expel  him  the 
houfe,  and  adopt  in  his  room  ibme  for* 
ward  Have  of  power,  who  will  court  and 
kifs  the  bafe  chains,  forged  by  a  tyrant^ 
without  any  appeal  having  been  made  by 
the  party  pretending  to  be  aggrieved  by 
the  libel,  cither  to  the  laws  of  the  land  or 
of  honour.  Such  a  precedent  is  now  on 
record,  the  mod  admired  page  in  the 
thirty  folio  volumes  of  the  journals,  and 
engraven  on  the  cankered  hearts  of  our 
modern  courtiers  and  minifters. 

The  reverence  I  have  for  parliaments. 
Sir,  has  induced  me  to  (late  the  mifehiefb 
with  which  we  are  threatened,  (hould 
the  refolution  not  be  refeinded.  By  the 
fervile  ar.d  iniquitous  conduct  of  the 
prefent  houle  of  commons,  the  regard 
of  the  people  to  that  part  of  our  confti* 
tution  is  vifibly  weakened.  The  majo* 
rity  of  the  members  are  abhorred  as  the 
inllruments  of  miniflerial  tyranny,  nor 
revered  as  the  protestors  of  the  rights  of 
the  nation.  They  are  become  odious  as 
‘well  as  criminal ;  for,  from  the  meantft: 
and  mod  intereded  motives,  they  have 
totally  fubverted  the  conditution,  and 
effeSted  an  abfoiute  dilfulution  of  that 
fair  and  equal  fydem  of  power,  by  whidi 
vve  have  hitherto  been,  and  alone  can  be 
legally  governed.  They  have  fallen  in¬ 
to  the  lowed  dale  of  humiliation  and  con¬ 
tempt.  If,  however,  they  perfcverc  in 
the  violation  of  our  fundamental  rightf; 
if  they  continue  a^uated  by  the  (ame 
rpirit  of  uiurpation  and  lawlefs  violence, 
one  hope  dill  remains,  the  wifdom  and 
virtue  of  a  future*  independent  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  cannot  fail  Toon  to  give  vi¬ 
gour  and  fuccefs  to  the  honed  eiforts  of 
all  real  patriots  for  the  redoration  of  thd 
conditution,  and  to  pour  jud  vengeance 
on  their  guilty  predecelTors. 

I  am,  Sir, 

I  Your  mod  humble  (ervant, 

John  Wilkis* 
Right  bon»  Sir  Fletcher  Norton^ 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Comutons. 


It  has  been  much  agitated,  whether 
Mr  Wilkes  ought  to  attend  the  houfe  of 
commons  on  the  a6th,  or  whether  his 
.admiflTion  be  pra^icable ;  we  are  there¬ 
fore  defired  to  date  the  forms  always  ob- 
ierved*  .The  firft  day  of  the  meeting  of 


750  Ths  weekly  magazine,-  or 


any  parliament  the  lord  fteward  of 
t'.is  in.ijcfly’s  hoiilehold,  by  virtue  of  his 
flhce,  C(uiir«  into  the  r<»oins  belonging 
to  the  clerk  of  the  hJiHe  of  commons, 
cillcd  the  inner  court  of  wards.  The 
cleik  of  llic  Clown  in  chiinccry  then  dc- 
livcis  to  tlic  clerk  o(  the  hoitlc  of  com- 
Mions  a  book,  containing  a  lill  of  the 
iianws  Cif  Incii  n»einl)crs  as  had  been  re¬ 
turned  to  let  ve  in  that  parlianunt.  All 
thole  inetnlKTs  who  appear  are  imme¬ 
diately  tworn  I'y  the  hml  ftewaid  in  per- 
fon,  andl'nbicribe  the  oaths  in  his  pre- 
IciKC.  A  ceiliticateof  this  is  given  to 
tacli  mendn.r,  which  he  delivers  to  the 
cUik  tjf  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the 
btni.e  at  tlvc  talde,  fufoic  he  is  adir.ittcd 
Jo  lak4*  the  other  oath**.  'I'Ir*  lord  ftew- 
rrrtl  geneially  llie  fame  tlay  appoints  near 
;i  humlred  of  the  members  fwoin  by 
bimlelf  li>  be  his  deputies  to  fwear  in  o- 
tlurs  during  the  courfc  r)f  that  f),irlia- 
inent,  and  any  one  of  thole  deputies  has 
the  l.tiv.e  pcAver  as  the  lord  tlcward  him- 
felf.  When  any  mcmlx*r  r.ftcrwaids  pre- 
1<  nt.s  hindeif  to  a  deputy  to  take  the 
oaths  in  the  inner  couilof  war*.lr,  be* 
t.»u*  his  admilbon  into  the  hotile,  he 
nmlf  deliver  a  Cwilificaic  front  chancery 
Co  tlu  dipnty,  that  he  is  the  m»-n.ber  re- 
liirnrri.  o-ir  Wdkes  was  in  the  king's 
bench  p»ifon  on  the  hiTiday  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  tl'.is  pariiamtnr.  Is  it  p  ‘tbl»le  tor 
inch  a  ccrtihcatc  to  be  obtaintd  by  him 
UrtCH  the  htxlc  of  Commons  have  fallili- 
ctl  the  very  return,  ligned  by  the  fire- 
boHiers  of  MiddlefcK,  tvjtulc  names  now 
ap|Kar  in  chaiiCtry  to  a  talfe  record  ?  In 
tnc  votes  of  Apnl  15th  1769,  we  read, 
‘  Oidetcd,  thst  the  depuiy-clcTk  of  the 
‘  crown  do  amend  the  return  lor  the 
‘  county  ijf  M*ddKrcx,  by  razing  out  the 
‘  itante  of  John  Wilkes,  Kfq;  and  in- 
^  lertio?:  the  name  of  Henry  Lawes  Lut- 
‘  lerrl,  Fn;;  inltead  thereof.  And  the 

*  deputy-cierk  of  the  crown,  attending 

*  .iccoiding  to  order,  amended  the  laid 
‘  ul;.;n  aacordir.gly.”  Suppohng  the 
«hK>r-kirp(  r  to  pcimit  Mr  Wilkes  ti)  cu¬ 
ter,  ww*ibi  the  cleik  of  the  lioiife  ami 
4  ne  ipt.iktr  not  tiemaud  tin*  rtcefiai  y 
i  rrtihCiite:  Were  it  p'otbWe  they  Oioirtd 
.  .ot,  w<iuld  they  twear  in  a  thirj  rrem- 
brr  for  M'ddlefcx  at  Mr  Wilkes’s  re- 
ip. el',  .it’tcr  havir.g  fworn  in  already 
bv  o’dcr  I  f  tiie  i.i>uie:  Wt>nld  tlie  houle 
acqmc'f  r  m»  the  mrniunt :  I  hc  dlfgrace- 

1  iqn.'h-hies  with  1  tie  door-keepers,  and 
«  t»'.tr  I  tr.cers  i>t  the  hrmfe,  have  not 
b  miudcned.  The  chief  pulct  be 


weighed  is,  what  fuccefi  can  attend  fuch 
an  attempt  ?  What  good  cfTcift  isexpcift- 
ed  It)  be  derived  from  it  ?  The  claim  has 
been  frequently  urged  with  fpirit  by  all 
the  parties,  and  in  every  manner,  yet 
the  prelent  houle  of  commons  have  per- 
tevered  in  injnlticc.  Where  is  the  re¬ 
medy?  A  future  honed  parliament,  if 
the  tKople  will  chufc  the  real  friends  of 
their  country  :  If  they  do  not,  th:  Eng- 
lilh  will  lie  made  more  wretched  flavc^ 
than  any  in  iiarbary. 

Extraorrlinarv  Infiance  of  Courage 
in  a  Britijh  Beaman  at  the  talin^ 
of  Mon  Kougee  in  the  Ead  Indies,  un'^ 
cier  ^^Jmiral  ^'  AWoOy  fcveral  Tears 
—  hrof/i  IvF  s’s  Journal  of  a 
Toy  age  to  India, y:///  publijhed, 

During  a  tranquil  date  of  the  camp, 
one  Strahan,  a  cununon  failor,  be- 
longing  to  tlie  Kent,  having  been  jiid 
I'ervcd  wMth  a  quantity  of  grog  (arrack 
mixed  with  w’ater),  had  his  fpirits  too  *■ 
much  elated  to  think  of  any  reft;  he 
therefore  draytd  by  himfelf  towards  the 
fort,  and  imperceptibly  got.  under  the 
walls.  Being  advanced  thus  far.  without 
interruption,  he  took  it  into  his  head  to 
icalc  at  a  In  each  that  had  been  made  by' 
the  cannon  of  the  (hips;  and.  having 
luckily  got  upon  the  luftion,  he  tlrere 
dilcovtred  Itvcral  Moormen  lilting  cn  a 
platform,  at  whom  he  flourilhed  hie  cul- 
ial'>,  and  fired  his  piltoi;  and  then,  after  v 
having  given  three  loud  huzz.v,  cned 
out,  “  The  place  is  mine.”  The  Moorilh  ‘ 
foldiers  immediately  attacked  him,  aiui 
lie  defended  liimlclf  with  inc'^mparable 
relolution,  but  in  the  re-cnc<Hinicr  had 
the  misfortune  to  have  the  blade  of  his 
cutlafs  cut  iirtw’O,  about  a  foot  from  the 
bilt :  this  misfortune,  however,  did  not 
lupiKUi  til!  he  was  near  Iveing  fupported 
by  iwoor  three  other  Tailors,  who  had 
accidentally  draggled  to  the  fame  part 
of  the  fort  on  which  the  other  h.id 
raounted.  They  hearing  Stmhan’s  huz* 
yas,  iiiunedialcly  Lalcd  the  breach  like- 
wife,  aiul,  echoing  the  tiiumpliant  found, 
ronfed  the  whole  army,  w'ho  taking  the 
alarm  prefently  fell  on  pell-mell,  with¬ 
out, orders,  and  without  difeipline,  fol- 
hnving  the  example  of  the  failors.  This 
attack,  though  made  in  luch  coufufiori, 
was  atteraicd  with  no  other  ill  confe- 
<{iience  bat  the  death  of  the  worthy  capU 
Dougall  Campbell,  who  was  unfoitu- 
uatcly  killed  by  a  mulket-bullct  fru4l  * 
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me  oF  our  own  pieces  'in  the  general 
i  unfnIioT).  Capt.  Coote  commamled  the 
fort  for  thit  night,  and  at  day-light  la- 
I'ltrci  the  admiral.  It  w'as  not  exactly 
hi  u.vn  what  number  of  Moors  were  in 
the  tcvt  when  our  people  firft  enteied, 
thj  TUiior  pirt  of  the  garrifon  having 
their  ctcapelbon  after  their  baitc- 
riis  wtie  nienccd.  We  took  in  the 
phee  t8  cannon,  from  24  pounders  and 
tlO"  nv\  ards,  and  40  Iwrrels  of  powder. 

S'lahan,  the  hero  of  this  adventurous 
was  brought  before  the  ailmiral, 
notwilhltanding  the  luccefs- that 
ImiI  attended  it,  thought  it  ncccilary  to 
llicw  hiinliflf  difpleafed  w'lth  a  mcafurc 
in  which  the  want  of  all  difcipline  fo  no- 
torioclly  nppearerl ;  he  therefore  angrily 
Strahan,  what  he  had  been  doing 
'flic  n  an,  after  he  had  made  his  how, 
Icra'ched  his  head  with  one  hand,  and 
t-Aiiling  his  hat  upon  the  other,  replied, 
A\'hy ,  to  be  lure,  your  honour,  it  was  I 
v.’to  took  the  fort,  but  I  hope  there  v'as 
no  harm  in  it.  I'he  admiral,  with  diffi- 
nilty,  was  prevented  from  I’miling  at  the 
liinplicity  of  Strahati’s  anfw’er,  and  the 
V  h>»le  company  were  exceedingly  divert¬ 
ed  with  his  ankw'ard  appearance  and  his 
luiguage,  in  recounting  the  feveral  par¬ 
ticulars  of  his  mad  exploit.  Mr  Watfon 
cipatiated  largely  on  the  fatal  confe- 
(jaeiices  that  might  have  attended  his  ir- 


Concln^n  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Selfct  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  £all- India  affairs* 
LP.  119.]  ■  .  • 

UDEUED,  That  there  be  laid  be- 
fore  the  committee  copies  of  the 
opinions  of  the  ddlercnt  lawyers  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Call* India  company  on 
the  fuoieCl  of  lord  Clive’s  jaghirc. 

Lorn  Clive  obfrrved,  concerning  the 
account  h.id  before  the  j^ovemor'and 
council  by  Roy  JL>ullub,  in  which  is  an 
a'ticle  of  five  percent,  received  by  him 
(R<»y  Dullub)  on  a  prefent  of  twenty- 
hve  lacks  of  ruj>ees,  given  by  the  Nabob 
to  hi  "  lordfliip;  that,  to  the  bed  of  his 
recrlle^tion,  Roy  Dullub,  who  was  the 
Nabob’s  prime  minilter  and  treafurcf, 
received  a  commiirton  of  live  per  cent, 
upon  ail  the  treaty  money,  except  that 
to  the  navy  and  army ;  upon  all  the  coin- 
nuttec  money,  and  alfo  upon  ail  the  fc- 
paratc  donations  to  tbofe  iudivlduai*',  a« 


regular  concfu(5t ;  and  then  with  a  feverc 
rebuke  difmin'ed  him,  but  not  without 
giving  him  fome  hints,  that  at  a  proper 
opportunity  he  Ihouid  b«  punilhed  for 
his  temerity.  Strahan,  amazed  to  find 
himfelf  blame'd  where  he  expected  praife* 
had  no  fch^ner  gone  from  the  admiral’ii 
cabin,  than  he  muttered,  **  If  1  amricr.'i 
ged  for  this  here  action.  I’ll  never  take 
another  fort  as  long  as  I  live,  l>y  G— k!.** 
The  novelty  of  the  cafe,  the  luccefs  of 
the  cnierprize,  and  courageous  fpirit  he 
had  difplayed,  pleaded  ftrouely  wuth  Mr 
Watfou  in  behalf  of  the  (»lTendfr;  and 
yet,  at  the  fame  time,  the  difcipline  of 
the  fervice  required  he  ftioiild  Ihewbim  ' 
outwardly  tome  marks  of  hisdifpleafure. 
This  tlic  admiral  did  for  fome  little  time; 
but  afterwards,  at  the  intercellion  of  fome 
oiTicers,  readily  pardoned  him.  So  far 
Mr  Ives. — Poor  Strahan  not  being  qua^ 
lifted  for  any  thing  higher  than  a  coni^ 
mon  fai^or,  ferved  afterwards  in  that  Ita* 
tion  in  every  one  of  admiral  Pocock’a 
engagemi  ilts,  and,  in  eonfequenre  qf  a 
fevere  wound  he  received  in  one  of  them, 
became  a  penfioner  to  the  cheft  at  Cha¬ 
tham.  This  brave  fellow  is  now'  living, 
and  at  prefent  aCts  as  a  failor  in^bni  of 
tlie  guard  lhips  at  Portfmouth^  and  hat 
been  often  heard  to  declare,  with  a  ttghv 
his  higheft  ambition  is  fo  be  madecooH 
of  one  of  his  majefty’s  capital  (hips;  M>..t 

-• . . . . 

;  .  ,  f 

well  as  black  Europeans,  who  had  been 
particularly  ufeful  in  the  revolutioi?, 
fome  of  whofe  names  were  mentioned 
in  his  lordihip’s  evidence  on  the  28th  of 
April ;  that  thofe  feparate  donations  mult 
be  induded  in  the  t wenty-five- lacks  fpe^ 
cified*  in  Roy  Didlub’s  account.  Lord 
Clive  having  been  the  principal  perfom, 
he  imagines  was  the  occafiOn^why  the 
whole  of.  that  money  was  put  under  hit , 
name,  though  hiR  proportion  was  only 
what.  Has  been  already  declared  by  Int 
lordfhip.  And  K  is  certain  that  the  ’dot 
duCtion  of  hve  per  cent,  commiflion  -tor 
RoyDulIub>  was  made  from  every  body’s, 
proportion  as  well  as  from  lord  CUyc’’s. 

Mr  Morton  prefen  ted,  purfuant  to' or¬ 
der,  tl'.e  opinion  of* Mr  Yorke,  Mr  Huf* 
kins,  Mr  Jackfon,  Mr  Comyns,  Mr  Say- 
cr,  Mr  Thurloc,  Mr  Dunning,  Mr  Eyre, 
•and  Sir  Fletcher  Nortf^n,  on  the  ih^edt 
of  lord  CHve’s  ja^ire.  >  ' 

To  report. '  ’  ^  *  t 
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April  21. - 1029. 

TURKEY. 

Otranto,  March  19. 

Tj  Y  accounts  from  Smyrna,  Cara 
A5  Ofinan  Oglou,  from  whom  the 
Porte  has  taken  the  government  of  that 
city,  being  fummoned  toC<»nltantinoplc, 
has  refilled  to  go;  and  having  heard 
that  orders  had  been  iflued  out  to  put 
him  to  ileath,  he  intends  to  declare  him- 
fclf  an  open  enemy  to  the  Porte,  and 
aift  againft  it  accordingly.  His  prudent 
and  valiant  behaviour  has  gained  him 
the  friendftiip  of  the  agas  and  pachas  of 
JJatolia  and  Turcomania,  who  are  all 
ready  to  declare  him  their  chief:  By 
which  means  he  is  enabled  to  bring 
60,000  men  into  the  field;  and  if  he 
ihouid  join  himfelf  to  Ali  Bey  and  Chiek 
Daher,  the  next  accounts  from  Natolia 
may  be  of  great  importance.” 

RUSSIA. 

Pcterjhurgh,  j4pril  4.  “  Advices 

have  juil  been  received  here  from  the 
Archipelago,  of  the  unfortunate  lofs  of 
five  Ihips  of  war,  belonging  to  the  Ruf- 
liaji  11  cet  there,  with  the  beft  part  of 
their  crews,  in  a  violent  ftorm  which 
happencil  on  the  15th  of  March  lad  :  As 
they,  and  three  more  of  the  fleet  (who 
have  cfcaped),  were  cruizing  oft' the  ille 
ot  Ehtos,  juft  at  the  entrance  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  a  fudden  and  violent  gale  drove 
three  of  them,  viz.  the  Si  Elizabeth,  the 
Archangel,  and  the  St  Bafil,  on  the  rocks 
at  the  enirauce,  where  they  inftantly 
went  to  pieces,  and  all  the  men;  except 
twenty* two,  w'ho  floated  to  fliore  on 
pieces  of  the  wreck,  perilhed;  the  o- 
thcr  two  vcflcls  foon  fliared  the  fame 
fate,  but  had  time  to  launch  out  their 
boats,  in  which  moft  of  the  people  fa- 
ved  themfclvcs.” 

POLAND. 

.  Warfa^w,  March  31.  “  There  has^ 
been  read  at  the  dieline  held  here  a* 
letter  from  the  billiop  of  Cracow,  ad- 
drefled  to  all  the  nuncios  w'ho  lhall  re¬ 
pair  to  the  diet,  iwhcrcin  he  moft  pathe¬ 
tically  exhorts  them  to  labour  with  zeal 
to  favc  their  unhappy  counliy.  The 
dictlacs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thora 


have  been  held  very  quietly.  Wc  rec* 
kon  that  thirty- five  nuncios  have  been 
already  choicn,  and  a  greater  number  it 
yet  expedfed.  Frclh  univerfalia  arc  dif- 
pitched  for  thofe  diftrids  where  the 
deiiines  have  broke  up  fruillefsly.” 

Paris,  April  9.  “  Our  letters  from 
Warfaw,  of  the  lad  of  March,  contain 

the  following  inierefting  accounts: - 

“  Every  thing  here  is  in  the  moft  em- 
harralTing  and  uncertain  fituation.  The 
fame  harmony  doth  not  prevail  between 
the  three  united  powers.  The  arrival  of 
a  certain  general  at  Warfaw  has  given 
umbrage  to  one  of  the  three  powers, 
which  is  ufing  its  utmoft  eff'orts  to  pre 
vent  the  dietines  being  held,  and  is  defi- 
rous  that  the  general  diet  Ihould  not 
take  place.  It  is  even  afl'ured,  that  this 
power  has  declared  to  the  king  of  Po 
land,  by  his  ambaflador,  that  he  is  fenfi- 
bly  atFeded  with  the  troubles  of  Poland; 
that  the  happinefs  of  that  kingdom  was 
always  his  principal  aim,  though  perhaps 
he  had  l)een  miftaken  in  fome  meafures 
he  had  ufed  for  that  purpofc;  that,  nc 
verthclefs,  he  was  difpofed  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  repair  the  misfor< 
tunes  of  that  kingdom;  th.it,  in  Ihort 
his  advice  to  the  Polifli  miniftry  was  not 
to  aflemble  the  diet,  if  they  had  in  view 
to  put  a  ftop  to  the  calamities  of  the  re 
public.” 

lVarfa*w,  April  10.  “  The  dietine, 
which  was  to  .  have  been  held  in  the 
church  of  St  Stephen,  had  aftembled, 
and  were  proceeding  to  the  choice  of 
proper  officers,  when  they  were  inter¬ 
rupted  »by  the  Auftrian  general  Rinfpach, 
who,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of 
men,  entered  the  church,  and  informed 
the  meml>crH,  that  he  was  commanded 
by  his  imperial  majefty  not  to  fuffer  auy 
diet  or  dietine,  or  any  aflembly,  to  be 
held  in  Warfaw,  without  the  exprefs  or¬ 
ders  of  the  three  powers  who  had  pof- 
fefled  themfelves  of  the  Polifh  kingdom. 
The  dietine  was  therefore  obliged  to 
break  up;  but  this  ftep  has  occalioncd 
much  dirturbance.” 

GERM  A  N  Y. 

Henna,  April  8.  “  It  is  very  con¬ 
fidently  reported  here,  that  his  imperial 
majefty  intends  to  come  to  a  rupture 
with  the  Turks;  and  for  that  purpofe 
have  all  the  preparations  in  the  frontier 
provinces  been  made,  the  armies  aug¬ 
mented,  and  the  whole  warlike  mcafiirfi 
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wbu'h  h.'^ve  been  fo  long,  going  forward, 
it  is  adilcd,  that  a  treaty  of  alliance  is 
now  executing  between  the  emprels  of 
K  illii  and  the  German  emperor,  by 
which  they  are  to  give  each  other  mu» 
Kill  alliilance  in  the  war  with  Turkey^ 
and  their  rerpev5tlve  claims  in  Poland  are 
fi tiled.  Baron  Thiignt,  the  emperor’s 
miniller  at  Buchareil,  is  juft  arrived  here 
fiom  ih  it  place.” 

Rjit^bofty  4pril  lo.  “  A  grand  af- 
fociation  is  much  talked  of,  which  is' 
going  to  be  formed  by  the  greateft  part 
of  the  German  princes,  for  the  mainte-' 
nance  and  defence  of  their  liberty  and 
inJtpendciice  againft  all  attacks*” 

DENMARK. 

C-'jpenhazeny  April  6.  “  The  Mag¬ 
nificent,  Orernnd,  and  Ebenezer,  lliips 
of  war,  the  firft  of  which  carries  Soguns, 
the  fecoud  70,  and  the  third  50,  enter- 
id  tins  road  on  the  4th  of  thii<  nionlh. 
vSi^me  hundreils  of  Tailors ‘are  alio  arri¬ 
ved  at  Flenfbonrg,  to  man  out  the  fleet: 
Tour  thonfand  tents  arc  preparing  at 
A’.tona  by  order  of  government,  which 
are  to  be  ready  before  the  month  of 
May;  and  fcveral  thonfand  tons  of  meal 
have  been  (hipped  at  Flenfbonrg,.  Apeu- 
r.'tde,  &c.  for  the  kingdom  of  Norway. 
On  the  2d  of  this  month  a  tranfport; 
"i‘h  a  number  of  furgeons  on  board, 
failed  from  hence,  in  order  to  f’efvc  a- 
n»Mn^  the  troops  which  prince  Charles  of 
HclTt  isalFembling  in  Norwayrand  which 
are  made  to  amount  to  12,000  men,  well 
dilciplined.  Thefe  arc  Cantoned  oh  the 
Irunticrs.’* 

SPAIN. 

Le^horrjt  Marcli  28.  “  We  have 

juft  liceived  advice  from  Cadiz  of  the 
loft  of  a  regi^er  fhip,  on  her  V(»yage  from* 
fhe  (Uvannah  to  Old  Spain :  me  had  on 
board  tQO,ooopiaft»^es,  and  io,ooo  ounces 
of  gt>ld  on  his  catholic  majefty’s  account, 
and  about  twice  as  much  belonging  to 
the  merchants^ — There  is  an  uncoihmoh 
motion  amongft  the  Spanifb  tnK>p8.  An 
army,  cv)nQftiug  <)f  24,000  infantry,  and 
twenty- eight  fquadrons  of  horte,  is  aT- 
lembled  at  Valenlia;  which, army,  we 
are  informed,  is  ofdered  to  enter  Italy. 
— The  imperial  part  of  Italy  is  daily  re-, 
inforcing  with  frefh  troops,  fronr  whciKC 
U  appears  that  the  houfc  of  Auftria  cx- 
an  attack  from  Tome  qaartcr.** 

VdL.  XX. 


.  Barcelona^  April  “  An  extraor¬ 
dinary  coiifier  arrived  here  a  feW  days 
ago  from  Madrid  with  particular  orders 
from’  court;  and  fince  that  time  the 
workmen  in  our  arlenal  have  Infcn*  em¬ 
ployed  in  calling  ficld  anillery  for  all  the 
regiments  of  foot.  Nine  thouTand  tents^ 
are  alii)  getting  re.1dy  for.  the  fervioe  of 
60,000  troops.  Two  xebecs,  whiciv 
lately  arrived  here,  are  gone  U»  Majorca 
to  engage  all  the  Tailors  tlvey^can  iiml  • 
and  the  fame  bufmefs  is  going  on  ail  a* 
long  the  coaft  of  Catalonia.” 

Postscript  to  Foreign  History. 

‘  .  / 

'  Pet erjhurght  March  “  GenePat 
Sukatin,  who  commanded  the  troops  in- 
the  expedition  in  Georgia,  is  returned. 
He  had  a  very  infuflicient  number  of 
men  under  his  command,  to  a^ft  in  a 
(fountry  filled  with  moimtains,  marihes« 
and  narn>w  palfes :  He  laid  liege  to  a 
place  wherein  all  the  wealth  of  the 
country  was  Ihnt  up,  having' nothings' 
but  field  pieces  with  him;  he  battered' 
it  a  long  time  in  vain,  and  having  loll: 
«ill  his  men  by  ficknefs,  famine,  and  for-i*' 
ced  marches,  has  brought  back  with  him 
only  twelve  ofRcers.”  '  ^ 

Florence,  March  28.  **  Jt  is  faid* 
that  all  the  Riillian  (hips  that  are  iiv 
Italy  have  received  orders  to  fail,  an<l^ 
(hat  thc^’are  to  reridezvmis,  and  go  11- 
pon  fome  fccret  exi)edition  as  fooiT'a^ 
the  armillice  expires.  They  write  from 
Venice,  that  the  government  has  order¬ 
ed  pr()veditor  lk>id(i  to  be  put  under  ar-' 
fell  in  his  palace  at  Corfu,  on  accountof 
a  charge  laid  againft  him  of  felling  vari-* 
611s  iuftruments  of  navigation  mik-* 
tary  (lores  to  the  Ruffians.’*'-  *  j 

*  F^ienna,  April  7.  “  By  %)thentic 
advices  we  arc  informed,- that  theTTiini-- 
fters  plenipotentiary  of  the  Porte  at  Ba- 
chared,  have  propdfed  to  thofe  of  Ruffiat 
(he  further  probrngation  of  the  armiP 
tice  till,  the  zift  of  July  next  *  rbut.thatt 
the  latter,  not  having  received  any  in-; 
ftrinfliohs'  from  their  court  relative  to. 
that  objedl,  have  defircd  time  to  dif- 
patch  a  courier  to  Pcterfbu'*gh^  to  in-, 
form  their  angull  fovereign  of  this  pro-; 
pofai,  whofe  anfw/rr  they  rxpe<^  by  the 
return  of  the  courier,  which  will  deter-, 
minetbr  prolong.ation  of  tlie  fufucnlioii 
of  arms,  or  the  rupture  of  the  con- 
grefs.” 

'frontier/  of  Poland,  March  30.  . 

**  A  writing  has  been  cIrcuUlcd  «| 


154 


The  weekly 

Warfaw,  inlitlcd,  “  A  Declaration  of 
Prince  Charles  of  Saxony,  &c.”  the  ob- 
je(fl  of  ^^hich  is,  to  pr<*ve  the  rights  f»f 
lliat  prince  on  Courland,  and  to  attack 
the  legitimacy  of  the  iiiveftiture  granted 
to  the  duke  de  Bircn.  'i'hc  proofs  con¬ 
tained  in  this  piece  are  extremely  well 
founded." 

ENGLAND. 

London,  Ap-ril  17. — to  24. 

By  the  KINO. 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

For  encouraging  Seamen,  and  L''t"dmen, 
to  enter  themfelves  ou  board  his  Mt-' 
jefly’s  ihips  of  war. 

CF.ORCfE  R. 

HEREAS  ft  is  our  royal  intention 
to  give  all  due  encouragement  to 
all  fuch  fiarren  and  landmen  wh6  fl.all 
voluntarily  enter  thtmlelves  in  our  lei-, 
vice;  we  have  thought  lit,  bv  aiul  with 
the  .advice  of  our  privy  council,  to  pub- 
lid)  this  our  royal  proilaniation  :  And 
U'c  »lo  hereby  promife  and  declare,  that 
all  f«K*h  able  feameii,  not  above  the  age 
of  fifty,  nor  under  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  fit  for  our  fervice,  who  Hiall,  on 
or  before  tl.e  5 ill  day  of  May  next,  vo¬ 
luntarily  cuter  themfelves  to  h  rv«‘  in  our 
roy.d  navy,  either  uuh  the  captains  cr 
lieutenant.',  of  our  ihips,  or  fuch  ofticers 
as  fnall  Iw  employed  for  raifing  men  for 
the  fervice  of  our  navy,  fhail  receive,  as 
our  royal  bounty,  the  fum  (.f  three 
pounds  each  m.an  ;  and  all  fuch  <»rdinavv 
feamcn,  fit  for  our  fervice,  who  Oiall  fo 
enter  themfelves  as  aforelhid,  fliall  re¬ 
ceive  the  fum  of  two  pounds  each  man, 
as  our  royal  bounty  ;  and  .all  liich  ablc- 
Ikoilied  landmen,  not  above  the  age  of 
thirty-five  years,  nor  under  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  fit  for  our  fervice,  who 
Jhall  fo  enter  themfelves  as  aforefaid, 
lhall  receive  the  fum  of  twenty  Ihillingj 
each  man,  as  our  royal  bounty;  fuch  rc- 
fpedive  fums  to  l>e  paid  them  by  the  rc- 
f|K*iJVive  clerks  of  the  cheque,  refiding  at 
the  ports  or  places  where  the  fliips  into 
which  they  IhtH  be  entered  lhall  be,  im¬ 
mediately  after  fuch  meii  lhall  have  been 
three  times  mufteied  :  And  we  do  de¬ 
clare,  that  tlie  qualifications  of  the  fe- 
vtral  men  fo  entering  themfelves,  as  a- 
forefaid,  lhall  be  certified  by  the  captain, 
matter,  .and  bo^ttfwain  of  the  fhip  or  vef- 
Icl  where  they  lhall  enter.  And  for  pre- 
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vention  of  any  abufes  by  any  perfons  le.’H 
ving  the  vefiels  to  which  they  lhall  be¬ 
long,  and  entering  themlelvcs  on  board 
any  other  cur  11  ip  or  vtflels,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  faid  bounty-money ;  we  do 
heveby  declare  and  command,  that  fuch 
feamc  n  or  landmen  belonging  to  any  of 
our  lliips  or  vefiels,  as  fhall  abfent  them- 
fclves  from  any  of  the  faid  fliips  or.vcf- 
fels  to  which  they  fiiall  belong,  and  fiiall 
enter  themfelves  on  hoard  any  other  of 
our  Lid  fliips  or  vefiels,  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  faid  bounty,  lhall  not  only  lofc 
the  wages  due  to  them  in  the  Ihips  or 
vefiels  they  lhall  leave,  but  alfo  be  fe- 
verely  punilhed  according  to  their  dc- 
metils. 

G^  ven  at  our  court  at  St  James’s,  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  April,  One 
theufand  feven  hundred  and  feven- 
ty-iliree,  and  in  the  thirteenth  year 
of  our  reign. 

GOD  favc  the  KING. 

The  true  caufc  of  the  prefent  .arma¬ 
ment  is  as  follows:  The  Ruffian  fleet 
which  has,  for  a  long  time  paft,  rode 
triumphant  in  the  Mediterranean,  haa- 
been  guilty  of  many  excefies;  and  in 
p.irticular  has  greatly  Interrupted  the 
French  Turkey  trade.  The  court  cf 
Verfaiilcs  has  made  fercral  reprefenta- 
tirns  on  this  head,  without  obtaining 
redrefs;  in  conftqucnce  of  which  they 
have  notified  to  our  court  that  a  fleet  i* 
fitting  out  at  Toulon,  to  drive  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  out  of  the  Mediterranean;  our  mi- 
niftry  replied,  that  Great  Brit.ain  would 
fend  a  fleet  to  ohierve  them. 

It  is  fa»d  that  France  and  Spain,  by  a, 
fecret  treaty  with  the  Porte,  arc  to  fall 
upon  the  Ruflian  fleet  as  foon  as  the  ar- 
miffice  I>etwcen  the  Tuiks  and  Ruffians 
expires. 

They  write  from  Peterlburgh,  that 
great  promotions  have  late^  been  made 
among  the  nav.al  and  military  officers  of 
Ruflia. 

The  French  fleet  fitting  out  .at  Tou¬ 
lon,  under  the  command  of  ihe/amouf 
count  d’Eftaigne,  conlills  of  twelve  lliips 
of  the  line;  they  are  to  be  joined  by* 
Spanilh  fquadron  at  Carthegena,  and  arc 
to  a(5t  in  conjuniffion  againft  the  Ruf- 
Ilians.  ^ 

They  atlvife  from  Dunkirk,  that  the 
French,  at  ihis  time,  employ  1400  men 
in  the  yard  at  Brcft  only. 

Letterv  from  Paris  advice,  that  the 
marquis  dc  Montcynard  has  given  order* 
to  all  the  coloneU  to  complete  their  re* 
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nts  by  the  firft  of  May ;  and  that 
recruits  are  railing:  on  every  iide,  and  an 
au^^mentation  in  the  light  iruops  is  un¬ 
der  conlideration. 

Uy  advices  of  the  belt  authority  ,wc 
karn,  that  the  Spanilh  ii  ivy  is  manning 
and  vidiialling  with  all  pollible  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  that  their  land  forces  are  in 
motion  from  the  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom  towards  the  fcr^-ports ;  that  a 
number  of  tran  ports  now  rendezvous  at 
Bircelona;  and  that  it  is  generally  ima¬ 
gined  that  fome  great  blow  is  deligned 
to  be  (truck,  cither  in  Italy  or  the  Archi¬ 
pelago. 

Some  letters  from  tlie  Hague  men¬ 
tion,  that  the  dates- general  have  fent 
letters  of  recall  to  their  minifter  at  the 
court  of  Madrid,  bat  on  what  accouiU 
i>  not  publicly  known. 

The  captain  of  a  diip  from  the  Weft- 
Indics  reports,  that  he  was  brought  to 
at  fca  the  3d  indant,  by  four  Spanidi 
men  of  war,  who  detaineel  him  near  fe- 
ven  hours ;  and  after  breaking  up  many 
letters,  which  he  wa^  bringing  to  £ng- 
laiui,  fuffered  him  to  proceed  on  bis 
voyage. 

VVe  hear  that  the  following  may  be 
depended  on  as  the  prefent  date  and  di/*- 
pofuion  of  the  |Kiwer«  of  Europe : 

“  When  the  D  luphin  was  married  to  a 
daughter  of  Audria,  a  dri<it  alliance  was 
entered  into  between  the  emprefs  and 
the  court  of  Vcrfailles.  ,Thc  principal 
conditions  were,  that  Ihould  Audria,  du¬ 
ring  the  war  between  the  RufTians  and 
Turks,  and  the  didurbancts  in  Poland, 
tliink  it  expedient  to  fend  an  army  into 
that  country  to  redore  to  its  lil)eriy  th? 
republic,  France  (hould  aflid  her  with 
24iCoo  men,  or  a  fpecided  fubtidy,  at 
the  option  of  the  court  of  Verfailles. 
Choifcul  was  then  minider;  but  when 
the  emperor,  dcligning  to  adid  the  Poles, 
made  a  requifitiun  of  an  immediate  ob- 
fervance  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  at 
Verfailles,  D’Aiguillon,  who  held  the 
reigns  of  government,  Ihuffled  with  him, 
and  promifed  to  pay  the  money  at  fome 
future  period,  but  abfolutely  refufed  the 
24,oco  men.  Count  Caunitz,  offended 
at  this  breach  of  faith,  perfnaded  the 
emperor,  though  againfl  the  inclination 
of  the  emprefs,  to  enter  into  the  triple 
alliance,  which  has  already  brought  a- 
bout  the  dividon  of  Poland. 

“  France,  alarmed  at  this  league,  (hew¬ 
ed  much  dedre  to  enter  into  an‘  alliaiKC 
vv;th  Great  Britain.  Cur  minidry^  who 
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have  long  declared  their  refolution  not 
to  intertere  in  a  continental  war,  and 
moreover  are  averfe  to  an  unpopular  u- 
nivm  with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  decla¬ 
red  their  fixed  rei'olutioii  to  obferve  a 
ftridt  neutrality  in  the  war  which  fubfif  • 
between  the  Rufiians  and  Ttiiks,  and 
w  hich  is  likely  tube  kindled  between  the 
former  and  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  is 
not  only  the  determined  ally,  but  even 
the  very  creature  of  France.' 

The  houl'c  of  Uuuibon,  in  their  rage 
to  aflift  the  'Parks  and  the  Swedes,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  iiegoti.iiion  with  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  who,  in  corifider  lion  of  a  large 
fubfidy  from' Spain,  has,  it  is  (aid,  con- 
fented  to  join  his  forces  to  a  Spanilh  ar¬ 
my,  and  to  attack  the  Italian  dominions 
of  the  houfe  of  Aultria.  It  is  alfo  ap¬ 
prehended,  from  fome  late  memorials 
prelcntcd  here  by  the  Prudian  envoy, 
that  his  mafier  is  frcretly  in  the  intcreft 
of  France,  which  he  will  declare,  ihould 
the  emperor  make  any  motions  on  the 
fide  of  Alface  and  ^Lorraine. 

“  The  French  court  in  the  mean  time 
have  ilTued  orders  for  the  equipment  of' 
a  fleet  at  Toulon,  and  for  fitting  out  ap- 
other  at  Bred:  The  firft  intended  to  ex¬ 
terminate  the  RuiTian  fquadron  in  the 
Archipelago ;  the  latter  to  aid  the  Sw’cdef 
in  the  Baltic,  and  to  facilitate  defeents 
upon  the  Riifiian  territories.  In  the  kind 
of  harmony  which  has  for  fome  lime  fub- 
fifted  between  us  and  the  French,  the 
latter  informed  us  the  other  day  con¬ 
cerning  their  two  armaments. 

“  By  this  declaration  another  wheel  whi 
touched,  which  moves  the  prefent  pre¬ 
parations.  In  the  treaty  of  commerce 
concluded  between  us  and  Ruffia  a  few 
years  ago,  there  was  a  fecret  article,  by 
which  we  guarantied  the  Cifety  of  their 
fleet  againft  the  French  and  Spaniards; 
and  though  the  court  of  PeterlburgK 
have  not  of  late  (hewed  the  proper  at¬ 
tention  to  us,  vvc’arc  refolvcd  not  to  de¬ 
part  from  our  engagements;  neither  in¬ 
deed  is  it  our  intcreft  to  pennit  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  to  parade  it  through  the  Bal¬ 
tic  and  Mediterranean  without  aiking 
them  a  civil  queftion." 

The  prefent  fleet  is  certainly  intended 
for  nothing  but  to  be  a  fquadron  of  obfer- 
vation ;  yet  it  is  apprehended  that  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  is  too  far  engaged  with 
its  allies,  fo  permit  the  gathering  ftorci 
to  blow  over  without  breaking. 

Orders  arc  given  out  for  the  garrifoof 
of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Malioo  to  be  r|9 
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inforced  witfi  all  CKpedition,  and  to  be 
Irrtmcdiatcly  I'trpplicd  witli  powder  and  ‘ 
ball,  ami  all  ncceUancs  that  they  may 
•Hand  in  need  of,  in  ( afe  cither  or  bptli 
tilde  garrilons  Ihould  be  attacked. 

Orders  are  given  from  the  war*olTice 
for  all  ofneers  abiVnl  on  furlough,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  g.urifons  of  Gibraltar  or 
Minorca,  to  join  their  refpedtive  regi¬ 
ment  . 

On 'riinrfday  the  ibipf?  utulcrmention- 
cd  were  ordered  to  be  victualled  with  all 
expedition  for  immediate  Itrrice. 

At  Chaihiun,  Men 

Men  Albion  6oo 

IMatlbnrongh  6oo  Dublin  Civ/O 

At  Sheernefs,  Kent  6oo 

Kefobition  6oo  •  At  Plymouth, 

B.arflcnr’  ,750  I'orbay  600 

Kgmont  600  boyne  520 

Lenox  600  Somerfet  520 

At  Ihrrtfmouth,  Conqueft  or  guard 

lb)yal  Oak  600  diipat  Shcernels 

nVrrible  600  The  Pallas  and 

!St  yMbans  500  •  .Sea-hovfe  at 

..AVorcedyr  ,500  Portfmouth. 

\  Admiral  Saundets  U  to  heift  his  flag 

on  hoard  the  Barflenr  of  f^o  guns. 

I'he  following  ilnps  arc  commiflionod 
’’to  till  the  flation  at  home  of  thoie  ordtr- 
erl  to  l>e  htteil  with* all  p(  flible  fpeed  for 
laihng;  .tl-''*  Sindwich^  the  Conragieux, 

♦  he  (rraftois.the  Arrogant,  the  Invinci- 
bie.thr  Defence,  the  Shrewfbnrv',  the Dc- 
’  ti::ncc,  the  P/ince  of ’Wales,  the  Ilercu- 
•)ef,  thePelkiilc,  tl;e  Kami’ies,  tlic  lUif- 
jj'Vl,  the  AngnriaVand  the  Ardente.  / 
iLstnii}  cf  a  ietier  from  Portjmouth* 

.  ‘  W/)r//2  7. 

“  I.ad  right  admiral  Pye  came  from 
*T,o^dnn  with  prel'a*- warrants  and  proper 
‘  outers  to  r  ii?c  men  to  equip  a  fleet  of 
ItNtcen  fail  with  the  utrnoft  expedition, 
lie  arrived  at  Portfmouth  about  feven 
4)Vh*v*k  in  the  evening,  and  ilfucd  his  di- 
itciion'i.  Accoidingly  the  people  work- 
ril  all  idyht,  and '  with  this  morning's 
tide  four  thips,  viz'  the  Rarfleur,  Wor- 
ctrter,  >*abthcr,  and  Otfrr  (loop,  came 
*  out  cf  the  harbour  to  b'pithcad,  and,  it 
is  imagined,  by  night  will  be  equipped 
\vith'ruui..apd  every  thing  elfc  (except 
men}  fit  to  fail  to  any  pan  of  the  gloht. 
1  freutft*ii  thr^  as  an  inflance  of  amazing 
dilpawh.  'I  he  talk  wuth  ux  is’nothing 
but  Ar//r/,  hvrrHa  hdia  /  Gexi  keep  us 
fn  m  It,  1  pray  !” 

1  A  Cl  ncfpt.ndmt  informs  us,  that  Jaft 
•bi.;ht  prefs- warrants  were  itfacd  put, 
i  that  upwaids  ot'  fcuitceii  hundred 


failors  were  taken  out  of  the  vefTels  In 
the  river,  and  carried  on  board  the  terl 
ders  r  tf  the’ tower.  ' 

Yeflerday  morning  a  full  board  was 
held  at  the  admiralty- office,  when  feve 
ral  officers  attendvd  and  received  cool 
miflions  for  impreffing  feamen. 

It  is  faid  prefs  warrants  have  been  fent 
down  to  Plymouth,  and  other  ports,  in 
order  to  prefs  the  hands  as  the  merchant 
Ihips  come  in;  and  tenders  are  ordered 
to  attend  them  to  take  the  men  on  board, 
that  the  fleet  going  out  may  be  immedi 
ately  manned. 

It  is  faid,  that  all  the  lieutenants  of 
the  navy  «»n  half-pay  have  received  or 
der.’j  to  attend  the  admiralty  board. 

Orders  are  fent  over  to  Ireland  to  lay 
an  embargo  on  the  Irilh  victuallers,  and 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  provifions 
from  the  ports  of  that  kingdom,  except 
on  government  account. 

^Yefterday  three  tranfports  failed  from 
the  river  for  Plymouth,  where  they  are 
tC'be  joined  by  two  frigates,  to  proceed 
from  thence  to  Cmke,  in  order  to  take 
on  board  three  regimentb  of  foot  for  the 
Weft -Indies. 

.•  We  hear  the  land  tax  for  the  enfuing 
•  ear  will  be  four  fliillings  in  the  pound, 
to  defray  the  expence  of  fitting  out  the 
fleet  of  obfervation. 

It  is  mm’'  no  longer  a  fecret,  that  eve 
ry  thing  is  in  confuffn  andJuirry  in  the 
cabinet;  conferences  are  hourly  held  a 
mpng  hix  majelly’s  fervants,  and  fop 
'  of  them  immediately  after  the  breaking 
'  up  of  thidc  conferences  din/fly  commu¬ 
nicate  with  their  royal  mafter.  Two 
councils  have,  been  held  each  day  lince 
Monday;  hotvever  nothing  was  finally 
determined  yeflerday  morning,  though 
it  was  debated  in  the  cabinet  the.  pre- 
eceib'ng  evening,  whether  a  proclamation 
Oiould  nof  be  iflued  for  imprefling  fea 
nu  n,  and  ottering  a  bounty  to  fuch  as 
would  voluntarily  inlifl;  themfelve's. 

This  country  has  not  been  for  a  centu 
ry  pad,  fays  a  correfpondent,  fo  embar 
rafled  what  part  to  take  in  the  affairs  of 
Europe  as  at  pr,efent.  If  we  (hould  u 
i»;te  vs’ilh  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  ruin 
flares  us  in  the  face;  if  with  the  gre4t 
northern  powers,  the  indcficiency  of  the 
lefier  is,  from  that  inftant,  no  more,  and 
how  long'after  we  may..cnjoy  our  own 
‘Cod  knovys.  If  we  attempt  to  obferve 
a  neutrality,  we  (hall  be  at  befl  defpifed, 
if  net  totally  .undone,. as  ftich  a  rncafurc 
‘might  pcffibly  juCiitc'  our  cncmiea 
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3m1)itious  neighbours  to  our  total  dc-  patches  was  read,  Mr  Elliot  opened  the 

debate  by  fpcakiiig  to  his  own  opinion. 
The  gentlemen  of  property  in  St  Vin-  — He  observed,  “  that  in  all.  parts  of  the 
ctir’s,  we  are  credibly  informed,  have  world  where  legiflalion  was  uled,  the 
Lven  great  liitfcrers  by  the  war  with  the  original  fundamental  laws  of  the  coun- 
C  iribbs,  notvvithftanding  the  imputation  try  were  contideied  as  the  balls  on 
tl.tv  lay  under  here  with  people  who  which  all  future  laws  were  fupcrftru<51cd. 
fncik  from  fpeculation,  rather  than  real  as  they  were  fuppolcd  to  be  formed 
kiK)wledge,  viz.  of  promoting  the  fnid  f‘om  the  wants  and  exigencies  of  the 
v'ir  with  felfiih  views,  &c.  There  arc  people;  that  the  mayor’s  court,  as  efta- 
futy  gentlemen  w’ho  have  plantations  blilhed  by  different  charter^,  was  the 
there,  and  by  the  lofs  of  their  prefent  original  court  in  India;  and  that,  both 
crops,  the  death  of  their  negroes,  and  from  experience,  and  what  he  could 
di  ltruaion  of  their  cattle,  have,  upon  a  learn,  the  judgments  of  that  court  had 
moderate  calculation,  lolf,  one  with  an-  ever  been  hitherto  guided  by  law  and 
other,  eight  thoufand  pounds  each,  equity;  that  whatever  regulations  and 
v^hich,  on  the  whole,  makes  four  hun-  alterations,  which  Ihould  be  thought  ne- 
died  thoufand  pounds;  whereas  the  ‘<ieffary  in  the  prefent  jun^urc  of  ^'airs, 
crown  is  a  conliderable  gainer  by  the  could  l)c  readily  added  or  abridged, 
war,  having  got  by  their  conqueft  an  ex-  which  would  be  much  better,  iii  a  varic- 
treme  hne  extent  of  lands,  which  muff  lhapes,  than  conftituting  a  fu- 

fcll  for  prtxligious  fums.  '  preme  court  of  judicature,  with  a  number 

On  Tnefday  laft  there  was  a  general  of  judges,  which  would  be  only  arming 
court  of  the  proprietors  of  Eaft  India  crown  with  additional  powers,  and 
Itoek,  at  their  houle  in  Leadenhall-ftrect,  draining  the  revenues  of  the  compauy. 
purluant  to  an  adjourment  of  the  ift  of  After  a  good  deal  of  debate,  the chair* 
April,  for  the  further  debate  of  Mr  El-  man  put  the  qneftlon  of  the  dny,  which, 
liot’s  motion.  ^f^cr  a  Ihort  amendment  of  the  words, 

“  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court,  “  will  be  more  expedient,”  to  the  words, 

‘  that  altering  and  amending  the  courts  “  will  be  more  for  the  good  of  this  com- 
‘  of  juftice  already  cftablilhed  in  India  pany,  and  effedtual.thercof,”  was  carried 

*  ^^iH  be  more  expedient  than  conftitu-  C07i» 

‘  ting  a  fuperior  court  or  courts  of  juf-  Mr  Dempller  then  made  a  motion, 

*  ticc  there.”  regulations  for  the  better  admi- 

As  foon  as  the  clerk  read  over  the  mi-  niftration  of  juftice  in  India,  as  contaio- 

nntes  of  the  laft  court,  the  chairman  ac-  cd  in  the  difpatches,  fbould  be  printed  for 
qnainted  the  proprietors,  that,  fince  their  the  ufe  of  the  proprietors;  which  the  di- 
hlt  meeting,  there  had  been  fome  dif-  rectors  readily  agreed  to.  He  then  corn- 
patches  of  a  favourable  nature  received  plimented  the  new  chairman,  Crabbe 
from  Fort  St  George  and  Bengal,  which;  Boulton,  Efq;  the  deputy, Edward  Whccy. 
if  it  was  their  pleafur^,  ftiould  be  read  ler,  Efq;  and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen 
to  them,  previous  to  the  entering  on  the  behind  the  bar,  on'  their  great  readinefg 
bnfincfs  of  the  day*  which  being  unani-  in  thecourfc  of  tlje  day,  of  complying 
moully  agreed  to,  they  were  accordingly  with  the  requefts  of  the  court,  and  ho- 
read,  and  contained  in  fiibftance  an  ac-  ped  that  cordiality  would  be  an  earneft 
count  of  all  the  laft  year’s'  “  lliips  arri-  of  their  future  proceedings.  The  court 
‘  ving  fafe,  except  the  Duke  of  Albany,  adjourned  to  Friday. 

‘  who  was  lolt  on  her  entrance  into  Ben- ,  The  peace  officers  for  .Weftminfter  arc 

*  gal,  but  whofe  whofe  crew  werefaved  ordered  to  attend  in  the  neighbourhood 
‘  except  one,  and  whofe  cargo  luCkily  of  the  houfes  of  parliament  on  Monday 
‘  was  under  1 6,000 1.  That  Mr  Haf-  next,  to  prevent  any  infulU  ;bcing  offer- 
‘  tings,  the  governor  of  Bengal,  with  the  cd  to  any  members,  if  a  concourie  of 
‘  council,  had  formed  a  number  of  re-  people  fhould  affemble  to  learn  the  iffuc 

*  gulations  for  the  better  adminiftration  ’  of  Mr  Wilkes’s  attempt  to  take  Ids  feat 
‘  of  juftice  there,  and  in  the  provinces  in  the  houfe. 

*  (the  particular  articles  of  which  were  Ycfterday  their  majcftics  honoured  the 

‘  inclofcd) ;  that  the  M.irattocs  were  all  exhibition  of  the  royal  academy  in  Pall- 
‘  c|uiet,  and  their  confederates  and  al-  mall,  with  their  prclcncc;  they  ftaid  a 
‘  lies  all  cordial.”  conliderable  time,  and  were  much  plca^ 

'  ^  fooQ  as  this  extraa.  from  the  dif-  fed  with  the  fcveral  performances,.  * 
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E\tr\jLi  of  it  UHtff  from  London^ 

2?. 

“  It  15  ctrtiin  til  It  a  fleet,  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  fill  ot  tne  I'ne,  is  now  fitting; 

t,  anil  It  is  li;'>;)ofed  that  it  is  deltiiied 
fiir  the  Meditcrr.n.can.  The  Hrft  lord  of 
the  adiiilraliy  has  pioniifcd  that  it  will 
\k  really  in  a  foitni^ht.  The  rumour  of 
tiirin^  out  this  armament  had  .a  hidden 
rlVeiit  on  the  Aocks  on  VVtdnelday  :  in 
}<“s  than  two  houib  time  bank  hock  fell 
liKpercct.  and  Imli a  tfi'elve,  but  they 
arc  now  ;;ettin};  uj>  aealn.  The  pre¬ 
miums  for  iMhiring  lliipa  have  not  betn 
advanced.  'I'he  only  way  to  jm event  a 
w.ir  is  by  h.iviupj  a  ^totnl  fleet  in  leadi- 
Tufs  to  tail  At  a  fliort  notice.  Outers 
Iiave  alfo  luen  pven  fur  addiiii;  1500 
men  to  I  he  inai  iiiC'*.” 

( )n 'i’lK  tu  ly  fe\  n-nij!ht,  as  two  hoys 
svtre  tl  iwn  the  eaii  <piay  of  Gree¬ 

nock,  one  of  'vhom,  it  appears,  could 
jsot  Iwim,  fed  over  the  onay  :  his  neigh- 
tiour,  a  very  ;;cod  fwinamcr,  jumped  to 
his  aUiflancr,  but  could  not  fave  him, 
yn  1  with  ibflicu'.ty  could  get  clear  him; 
feir.  The  ol lid’s  corpfc  was  found  on 
'I’lnirhiay  rnoniinc. 

halt  week  a  fiie  broke  out  in  the  town 
T»f  0:d  Kor  lrpainck,  which  commimica; 
ted  t4)  lire  oppolitc  fide  of  the  Areit,  oc- 
Cal’oned  by  a  high  fouth  welt  wind,  and 
lint  ni  onl  eight  familic»  bclurc.  it  could 
iHriiopptd. — One  man  was  dangeronliy 
rc»»u  iKil,  hut  hickiU  no  hves  were  l(»ft. 

We  hear  from  ihegai  ,  tlial,  on  Mjii- 
diy  fe'en  night,  in  tlie  afternoon,  the 
thunder,  lightning,  and  hail  were  parli- 
rularly  alarming  at  mat  place:  that  a 
tliuikler  bidt  broke  on  the  town  (tecplc, 
ii.tllid  tite  le.iil  upon  llie  roof,  And  the 
large  bell,  and  fo  111  ittered  llie  fabric, 
t!  r.t  50  1.  ''ill  hoiily  lelloie  it  to  its  for- 
JTicr  lituab.en,  as,  by  the  terrible  convnl- 
!‘;oti,  the  whole  wi:idow3  were  intirely 
broken. 

Tiiev  write  from  Wick,  that,  on  Mon; 
diy  (c’en-r«lgl,l,  in  i/lK'dieucc  to  a  writ 
♦“T  cti  chancery,  the  town-coimcil  of  that 
burgh  ur.a’i'moHny  oommirhoiKyl  John 
Sntnerland  of  tWArr,  or,  in  his  alsfence, 
Jimes  Oant  <  f  il  il.ind  ilach,  Kfq;  t«»  le- 
p  lir  t*'  Dingwil*,  and  vote  for  a  bnrgefs 
to  feri  c  in  parliament  in  place  of  the 
lior.  .Vicxgr.dcT  Matkay. 

’  Vederdav  .Vta-ni^hi,  two  licufcs  io 


the  village  of  Monymufle  were  burnt. 
This  accident  wai  occafioned  by  one  of 
tlie  chimnies  taking  fire,  the  fparks 
whereof  falling  iin<»n  the  heat  her- roof, 
and  tl»e  wind  Wowing  very  (frong,  the 
wiiolc  was  reduced  to  afhes  in  fpitc  of 
every  afliliance  that  could  be  aflorded. 

On  Friday  Ud,  a  woman  with  child, 
in  eroding  the  river  Nortlielk  at  Mary- 
kii  k  on  horfeback,  was  thrvjwn  from  tnc 
faddle,  and  carried  a  conliderable  way 
wnth  the  current.  She  was  taken  out 
with  few  dgns  of  life  ;  hut,  being  proper¬ 
ly  taken  care  of,  flie  is  now  out  of  dan- 
gtr- . 

On  Miindav  fe’en-nlght  wms  tried  at 
Arbroath,  l>efore  the  iheritf-fubflitiite  of 
Foif.ir  and  a  jury,  J  ones  Mill,  weaver  in 
Abbey- Areet, for  repeated  petty  thefts. — 
Tile  proof  turned  out  clear;  and  he  was 
Icntenced  to  be  whipped  at  the  crof#  of 
Arbroath,  and  thereafter  baniflied.  the 
county  tor  life,  under  the  ufual  certifi¬ 
cations  — It  w'cre  to  be  wiflied  that  trials 
(»t  the  like  kind  were  held  in  fuch  towns 
w’heie  judiciary  couits  do  not  fit,  as  it 
might  tend  to  deter  ot  tiers  from  being 
guilty  of  crimes  which  they  would  theu 
have  occalioii  to  fee  properly  punifhed. 

A  tew  days  ago,  the  corpie  (*r  a  drown¬ 
ed  man  was  taken  up  by  a  fiihing  boit 
about  two  miles  below  Perth.  He  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  lain  a  confiderable  time 
under  w-ater,  and  was  decently  interred 
ill  I  he  church-yard  of  Khynd. 

On  Thurfday  laA,  his  grace  the  duke 
of  IbjccJe'igh  arrived  at  the  palace  of 
Dalkeith  from  London. 

On  Friday  lall,  fome  filver  buckles  - 
and  tea  Ipoons,  which  had  been  feized 
from  a  travelling  chapman,  by  warrant 
of  the  magiArates,  as  bdow  Aandard,  on 
an  application  from  the  incorporation  of 
goMimiths,  and  upon  trial  found  to  l>e 
to  m  the  extent  of  6-^  d.  per  ounce,  were 
iinlered  to  be  broke  down.  Tiicy  had 
a  l.iil'e  Aampon  them  leprcfenting  a  cat, 
with  D.  E.  of  which  the  public  tliould 
take  particuhr  iiotifc,  that  they  be  not 
impofed  on  with  this  hafe  metal. — The 
inagift rates,  we  liear,  are  determined  tp 
puniib  all  makers  or  venders  thereof 
ulio  are  difeovered. 

Aiow  w  hat  a  length  the  fiiAiionablc. 
.practice  of  rluelllng  has  arrived  at;  OQ 
Sunday  evening  laft,  a  young  Mac— — ai 
of  thi'*  city  being  oftended  at,  and  relent¬ 
ing  the  liberty  which  a  Audent  fccnied 
to  take  with  the  tnannsr  of  drefling  his 
locks,  they  agreed  to  decide  Iht 
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quarrel  wlii»'h  enfnrrl  in  an  lionoiirahle 
v  av:  arrorflirii'ly,  on  Monday  morning 
tiu’v  met  on  the  north-fulc  of  the' city, 
and  afJer  both  bring  without  har.m,  the 
aif.iir  was  amicably ’‘fettled  by  the  iiiter- 
p  jlifion  of  their  feconds,  U)  the  great  joy 
of  die  fair  fex  in  particular. 

Vefterday  the  rev.  Mr  Charles  Stewart 
wis  orilained  minifter  of  Cramond,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  city,  to  which 
he  was  prefented  by  lady  Glenorchy. 

the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
MaGAZ  INE. 

SIR, 

compofition  for  manuring  of  land, 
invented  bv  baron  Van  Haake,  lately 
advertifed  on  the  cover  of  your  Maga¬ 
zine  muft  undoubtedly  ap|>car  very 
fiirniifing:  but,  however  rtrange  the 
clfcvftsof  it  may  appear,  I  can  aflbre 
you  th^t  another  preparation  has  been 
l  itely  imported  into  this  country  by 
(dunt  Van  Skiitenbrogs,  which  infi- 
1  itely  furpaiVes  it.  The  count  is  fo 
delicate  as  to  delay  giving  any  public 
mrfice  of  his  admirable  manure  till  he 
has  got  a  fufficient  quantity  of  it  pre¬ 
pared;  bnt  he  has  already  framed  an 
advertifemeiit^,  which  a  friend  of  his 
having  got  a  copy  of,  has  tranfmitted 
it  to  me.  1  conlider  it  as  a  piece  of 
jiiftice,  both  to  the  count,  and  to  thofe 
cuncei  ntd  in  the  improvement  of  land; 
to  give  notice  in  this  public  manner, 
that  the'coont’s  invaluable  preparation 
will  be  readv  for  fale  iu  a  few  weeks; 
and,  as  the  virtues  of  it  cannot  be  l>et- 
ter  deferibed  than  in  the  count’s  own 
words,  I  fend  you  a  copy  of  his  in- 
ter.ded  advertifement,  which  I  doubt 
not  you  will  think  intitled  to  a  place 
in  ytjur  ufeful  Mifcellany. 

Yours,  &c.  M— , 

every  P  erf  on  inter  ejled  in  the  hn^ 
provement  of  Land. 

count  Van  Sliittenbrogs,  lately 
J  arrived  from  the  land  of  Utopi.i, 
where,  for  many  years,  the  art  of, agri¬ 
culture  has  proceeded  on  as  certain  rules 
as  the  fcience  of  mathematics,  has  the 
pleafure  to  inform  the  intelligent  public, 
that  he  has  imported  a  quantity  of  that 
inoft  valuable  manure,  or  ne  plus  ultra 
t>f  improvement,  called  in  the  energetic 

*  Vide^o^  13.V0I.  xix.  March  aj. 

J773. 


language  of  that  country  the  mother  of 
grain^  or  the  nineteen  years  enricher^ 
from  its  furprifing  effects  and  duration 
tor  that  number  of  years. 

Its  incredible  powers  and  efficacy  are 
attefted  by  many  rcfped’able  members  of 
the  Germanic  bmly,  and  particularly  by 
the  ingenious  prince  Sfcittcnfcldt,  in 
whofe  territoiies  the  count  refided  oil 
his  firft  arrival  from  his  native  country; 
that  nurfery  of  philolbphy  and  improve^ 
ment  of  every  kind. — Thcfe  atteftationsi 
lie  ready  fur  the  pernfal  and  fatistadioil 
of  the  world ;  and  by  them  even  the  niolfc 
incredulous  will  be  convinced  how  fartliii 
moll  int^aluable compofition  furpafTtseve* 
ry  thing  of  the  kind  hitherto  «'flFered  to  the 
public and  not  only  pf>fleire8  every  at¬ 
tractive  quality  proper  for  conveying  to, 
and  fixing  in  the  foil  the  whole  powerii 
of  the  elements,  and  beneficial  efieCts  of 
the  atmofphere,  but  that  it  contain**,  irl 
the  moll  eminent  degree,  that  repclKiig: 
quality  which  conftitntes  its  higheft  va¬ 
lue,  and  by  means  of  which  it  dilfipatei 
and  expells,  in  an  inconceivable  manner; 
almoft  inftantaneoufly,  every  bad  quali-' 
ty  proceeding  either  from  the  natural 
defects  of  the  foil,  or  contracted  by 
courfe  of  llovenly  hulbandry,  having  the 
moll  fenfible  effect  in  counteracting  thd 
I'uperabundant  mniftnre  of  the  land,  by 
winch  that  molt  laborious  article  oF 
draining  is  rendered  quite  unnecefTary  ; 
and  Irkewifc  molt  effectually  Correcting; 
the  too  great  propenfity  to  drynefs  ami 
llerility  incident  to  light,  fandy,  gravelly'^ 
and  parched  Iandi,'by  communicating 
the  lame  a  gentle  moillurc,  and '  by 
deepening,  in  a  moft  furprifing  manner*, 
the  lhallow  rocky  foil,  erroneoufly*  ftip^ 
pofed  by  fome  to  be  occafionerl  by  its 
naelting  the  .rocks,  but  which*  is  really 
no  more  than  an  acquirement  or  addi¬ 
tion  of  earth,  and  a  confeqiience  of  the 
attracting  and  repelling  qualities  of  thik 
moft  excellent  compofition. 

Were  the  count  to  enumerate  the 
many  furprifing  effeCts  of  this  excellent 
manure,  he  would  exceed  the  bounds  cF 
an  advertifement.  He  lhall  leave  it  td> 
the  impartial  public  to  judge  what  a.fa^ 
ving  of  carrijtgc  and  labour,  by  horfe^V 
oxen  and  afles;  what  diminution  of  *ej^ 
pence  and  trouble ;  and  what  plenty  and 
cheapnefe  muft  fucceed  the  ^efent  bigb 
markets,  when  he  informi,  that  one 
ounce  of  it,  at  fo  low  a  price  as  one  fhil- 
Tmg,  is  fufficient  for  ten  acres ;  cohtains 
the  elTencc  of  firo  hundred  loads  oC 
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tJung ;  that  it8  effcifls  will  continue,  with¬ 
out  any  vilible  difference,  the  lame  for 
nineteen  years,  care  being  taken  not  to 
lummer*talIow  or  roll  during  that  fpacc; 
;ind  that  every  lover  of  agriculture  may 
lie  fupplied  with  fufficieiU  quantities  of 
the  man  me,  it  will  be  traufmitted  to 
liiiii,  with  <lirc<5tion9,  fcr  piift,  free  of 
every  other  expence  than  the  price,  the 
count  having  engaged  franks  for  that  ve¬ 
ry  purpofe. 

He  is  much  fuperior  to  the  effrontery 
of  pretending  to  a  difeovery  he  never 
made.  He  claims  no  perfonal  merit 
from  the  compofition,  further  than  in¬ 
forming  the  intelligent  public,  that  his 
c leapt*  from  Utopia  with  thi*  valuable 
Itcrct  had  well  nigh  fubjeifled  liim  to  the 
puniiliment  of  call  ration,  which  is  in¬ 
flicted  on  thofe  who  are  fo  unhappy  as 
to  be  delected  in  attempting  to  carry 
difeoveries  out  of  that  kingdom;  but, 
with  much  fatisfaCtion  to  himlelf,  he 
cfcaptd  with  all  his  members,  notwitli- 
^tanding  of  a  malicit»us  report  railed  by 
iu»  enemies  to  the  contrary. 

The  count  is  lenlible  that  he  is  unfup- 
ported  by  patent,  although  imperial, 
royal,  pontifical  and  electoral  ones  might 
have  lK*en  procured.  He  relts  his  en¬ 
couragement  lolely  iMtthe  merits  of  this 
adrniiable  compolt,  aiul  the  uiilolieited 
\alteltalions  ot'  many  perfonages  of  the 
firlt  rank,  who  have  had  repeated  trials 
of  its  virtue,  and  which  are,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  much  fuperior  to  any  letters  patent 
w  hatever.  I'o  what  purpofe  Ihoulil  he 
W  poffelVed  of  thefc,  when  a  difeovery  of 
the  compofuion  furpaffes  the  power  of 
chymiltry  ?  Molwithftanding  the  ill-natu¬ 
red  envious  relleCtions  of  thofe  who  pre¬ 
tend  that  it  iscompounded  of  fluxed  falts 
and  lime. 

The  atlvantages  lie  fliall  reap  by  the 
fale  of  this  valuable  pieparation  will  no 
doubt  be  confidcrable  ;  but  he  puts  them 
not  in  competition  with  that  inwaid  la- 
ti.d.iClion  which  his  being  of  real  feivicc 
to  this  kingdom  will  afford  him  ;  and  he 
thcreloie,  as  a  fiiend  to  it,  begs  that  this 
opportunity  may  not  l>c  negleCtcd,  but 
that  every  wellv  ilher  to  his  country,  and 
his  own  interefl,  will  provide  himfelf 
foon  with  this  cheap  and  ealy  method  of 
enriching  himfelf. 

iV-  />.  Letters  (poft-paid)  direifled  to 
Count  Skitieubrogs,  Bear-binder 
Lane,  London,  or  to  BaroivVander- 
dulVcn,  next  ll.air  tuthe  American 
Cufl'ce  boufci  of  Fordlcfs 
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Wynd,  Edinburgh,  will  be  duly  an< 
fwered,  and  coinmilfions  forwarded 
with  the  greateft  difpatch. 

t 

MARRIAGES. 

Anri]  1 2.  At  Dundee#,  Robert  'rraham 
of  Fintrie,  Efq;  to  Mils  Peggy  Mylne  of 
MylucHeld. 

22.  At  Slains  caltle,  Charles  G»)rdon 
of  Wardhoufc,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Boyd,dauglu‘ 
ter  of  the  hon.  Charles  Boyd,  brother  of 
the  earl  of  Errol. 

r»  I  R  T  II  S. 

April  21.  At  London,  the  countefi?  of 
Daitmouth,  <'f  a  Ion,  being  the  eight  fon 
in  fucceflion,  and  all  alive. 

2?.  At  Mafterrtcld,  Perthlhirc,  Mrs 
Rollo,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

24.  At  Durie-houfc,  Mrs  Gibfon  of 
Durie,  of  a  fon. 

DEATHS. 

— .  In  North  Carolina,  lien#, 
Donald  M‘Donald,  late  of  the  105th  re¬ 
giment  of  foot,  formerly  merchant  in  E- 
diiiburgii. 

Feb.  24.  At  Briiffels,  Jofeph  Marflml, 
Er<|;  well  known  by  his  travels  through 
the  nonhern  parts  of  Europe. 

March  16.  At  Peteifbnrgh,  general 
Sinowjeu,  commandant  of  that  city,  and 
uncle  to  j)rince  and  count  Orlow*. 

April  2.  At  BMiiilwick,  the  princefs 
Amelia  Loni'a  Charlotta  Dorothea, 
grand-daiighter  of  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick. 

2.  At  Montpelier,  James  Stevenfon-Ro- 
gers,  Efq;  advocate,  arid  principal  clerk 
ot  the  high  court  of  admiralty. 

— .  At  the  Hague,  the  fienr  Srheward, 
formerly  fecreia»*y  to  the  embafly  from 
Great  Britain,  and  who  attended  lord 
Hyiidford  to  Ruffia  in  the  memorable 
years  1743,  44,  and  45.  'In  1754,  he  re¬ 
tired,  on  a  peniion  from  his  Britannic 

inajefty,  to  the  IDgnc,  w  here  hclpcnt  the 

remainder  his  life. 

10.  At  Bath,  Mrs  Smith,  mother  of 
gen.  Smith. 

18.  At  Bruton* abbey,  Somerlctfliire, 
the  right  hon.  John  Berkeley,  lord  Berke¬ 
ley  of  Stratttiii,  and  one  of  the  lords  of 
his  majefty’a  inoft  honourable  privy- 
Couneil. 

1 8.  Ne^rWindfor, Thomas  Needham, 
Eh];  elded  fon  ot  lord  Kifmurry,  and  cap¬ 
tain  ill  the  jd  regiment  of  ftvot-guards. 

21.  At  New  Edinburgh,  Mrs  McAibOi 

wife  of  Gilbert  Meafbn,  E^;  '  , 

22.  At  London,  the  lady  of  bis  gricc 
the  archbiCiop  of  York.* 
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